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Break of Day in the Trenches
The darkness crumbles away
It is the same old druid Time as ever,
Only a live thing leaps my hand,
A queer sardonic rat,
As | pull the parapet's poppy (5)
To stick behind my ear.
Droll rat, they would shoot you if they knew
Your cosmopolitan sympathies,
Now you have touched this English hand
You will do the same to a German (10)
Soon, no doubt, if it be your pleasure
To cross the sleeping green between.
It seems you inwardly grin as you pass
Strong eyes, fine limbs, haughty athletes,
Less chanced than you for life, (15)
Bonds to the whims of murder,
Sprawled in the bowels of the earth,
The torn fields of France.
What do you see in our eyes
At the shrieking iron and flame (20)
Hurled through still heavens?
What quaver -what heart aghast?
Poppies whose roots are in men's veins
Drop, and are ever dropping;
But mine in my ear is safe, (25)
Just a little white with the dust.

- Isaac Rosenberg

Explanatory Note
Born in 1890 of gpoor Jewish family, Rosenberg grew up in the Ez
End of London. Héeft school at 14 and became apprentice to a fi
of engravers in Fleet Street. After a brief convalescence in C
Town in 1914 he enlistedith the Suffolk Regiment in October 1915
later transferring tohe King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment. He
served on the Western Froinbm 1916 onward®ut never rose
above the rank of Private. He died on 1 April, 1918, whilst on ni
patrol. During his life he became an accomplished poet and pai
experimenting also in drama.
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Introduction

This report covers the development of @mline tutorial (mounted on the World-Wide Web)
aimed at teaching First Wld War poetry, and in particular the British poet Isaac Rosenberg and
his poem "Break of Day in the Trenches'. The report covers the preliminary stages of the package
as a series of HyperCard stacks; the migration to the World-Wide Web; design and copyright
issues; and feedback on the tutorial.

|. Rosenberg: The HyperCard Stacks (1992-1994)

1. Author's Background

In January of 1991 | was appted Research Officer for the CTI Centre for Textual Studies. The
CTI (or Computers in Teaching Initiative) comprises 23 subject-bamstdes (twenty-one in
1991) working to encourage the use t#arning technologies in UK higheducation. CTI
Textual Studies was originally established as the Centre for Literature and Linguistic studies and
covered all aspects of computing in the teaching of these subjects in all languages. In September
1990 the Centre was reorganisedl renamed to cover text-based subjects formerly the province
of the Centre for the Humanities. In short this meant that as Research Officer for the Centre |
was expected to be able to offer advice on the use of computerstaathéng(at higher
education level) of literatur@n all languages), linguistics, classics, theology, philosophy, and
theatre arts and drama (media studies has been subsequently added).

The duties of a Research Officer in the CTI were quite widespread. One had to keep informed
on the latest developments on the Interet1991 thismeant predominantlynonitoring
discussion listsand finding the easiestneans to accessn-line resources such as library
catalogues and FTP sitegpllecting togetheany computer-baselg@arning packages; and
disseminating this information through a newslettéoroputers and Textand an annual
software listing called thResources Guid@.ee et al, 1991-).

In 1991 most excitement centred around the development of multimedia packages. HyperCard
was predominant in the Macintosh market, Office Workstation Ltd's GUIDE had been negotiated
as a CHEST site license deal, and numerous other authoring packages were becoming available.
Naturally, under therole of the CTI, any newmultimedia packages which falinder the
subject-categories covered by CTI Textual Studies had to be investigated.

Multimedia seemed to lend itself well to literary studies. Project Perseus (combining CD-ROM
and Laserdisk technology) was in its final beta-test stages at Harvard University. Still the most
extensive ofall multimediaproducts for literary studies thigoduct combined source texts,
maps, archaeological site plans, and an extensive library of graphics to create a vast setting for
the teaching of studies relating to Ancient Greece. There was the highly successful Intermedia
project by George Landow at Brown University (started in 1984 as a descendant of the original
FRES--File Retrieval anBditing System--but now runningnder Storyspace). In thénited
Kingdom work had beegoingfor a couple of years at théniversity of Glasgownder the
STELLA project (Software for Teaching English Language and Literature and its Assessment);
and the University of Nottingham had begun to work with GUIDE to develop a tutorial to teach
the Old EnglisipoemWaulf and Eadwacefor undergraduate courses (under titie 'Project
WULF).
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Perhaps it is of interest to ask why multimedia proved so popular to literary studies. One of the
main reasons is to do with the intertextuality of literature. A single text depends upon other texts,
not just literary, for meaning, and to this can be added other data which might be of a different
medium (such as pieces of music, filmed versions of plays, etc.). This is all highly beneficial if
one wishes to remove sometbe barriersthat have developed in thditional University

system limitingmterdisciplinary studies. For example, in her thesis on literature in the age of the
computer, Kim Ball records the experiences of a history of science student at Brown University
who used LandowBickens Welgpart of the Intermedia project aimed at teaching the works of
Charles Dickens). The student used the package to supplement an essay stating that it: 'nad never
occurred to me to do that kind of thing earlier and it didn't occur to anyone else | knew who was
writing thosekinds of papers. Science was science, history was history, history of science was
both but just something else altogether' (Ball, 1993). Ball goes on to note that: 'A student working
with Intermedia [or hypenedia] is exposed to a variety of material she might never see if forced
to huntall the information in a multitude of books afournals in the library. Hypertext does
benefit the student in 'laying it all out' in one place and making it conveniently accessible.' (Ball,
1993).

Not only did multimediaoffer literary scholarshe chance to draw togetheraterial from

different subject areas to present the end-user with a more complete picture, it also allowed the
students tdegin to goverrtheir own learning process. Aandow stated irHypertext: the
Convergence of Contempora@yitical Theory and Technologye roles of the lecturer/student
change because the teachers'@maasferring some of their powand authority to students’
(Landow, 1992, p. 123).

2. Rosenberg 1.0 (1992)

2.1 The Beowulf Workstation

One of the most popular expressions of multimedia (or hypermedia) in literary studies was the
advent of the hypermedia edition. Here the text to be studied was central, but at the same time
being annotated with various other pieces of information. In 1991 an excellent example of this
wasThe Beowulf Workstatiohis was written in HyperCard (version 1.2) by Professor Patrick
Conner of WesYirginia University. It presented an edition BEowulf,complete with glossary,

list of paradigms, illustrations, essagsidfacsimiles, all of whiclthe studentould browse

through in their spare time to supplement their study of the poem (see Figures 1 and 2). Matthew
Wolfe, a student of Professor Conner's exposedhéprogramnoted that the student
could'organisehe secondargriticism in his orher mind...[and] draw oall the basic tools
required to translate, understand, and interjmepoem without leavindpis orher desk.' He

added: 'To the amazement of most observers, little classtime was spent discussing the program,
so the poem was never made secondary to lectures on computer science' (Wolfe, 1990). In
additionThe Beowulf Workstatiomas an example of a shell or template, i.e. academics could
automatically remov8eowulfand put in any poem, not necessarily Old English, to create new
hypermediateaching editionsThis idea was alsthe driving force behindThePoetry Shell
developed as part of Oxfordniversity's ITTI project. Written inAsymetrix's Multimedia
ToolBookthe Shell allowsscholars withvery little computing knowledge (basically @hat is
needed is a grasp ahy standard word-processing packagereatetheir own hypermedia
editions with relative ease. The example edition distributed by the ITTI which was created using
The PoetryShell isThe Dream othe Roodwhich teaches th®ld Englishpoem of the same

name (reviews of these two products can be found in the SIMA web site -
http://info.mcc.ac.uk/CGU/mmsup.html).

Issac Rosenberg’s ‘Break of Day in the Trenches’ 2



|§ Beowulf §E§|
® File Edit Go Inflections Syntax Style Navigate

[1] Hweet! We Gardena in geardaguin,

[2] peodeyninga, prym gefrunon,

[3] hu #a ®pelingas ellen fremedon.

[4] Oft Scyld Scefinge sceapena preatum,

[5] monegum mi fputmn, meodosetla ofteah,
[6] egsode eorlas*. Syddan @rest weard

[7] feasceaft funden, he pe@s frofre gebad,

[8] weox under wolcnum, weordmyndum paly,
[9] peet him @chwyle para vinbsittendra

[1] Hwaet! We Gardena in geardagum, {FunsralsCrind}O
[2] peodeyninga, prym gefrunot,

[3] hu 3a =pelingas ellen fremedon.

[4] Oft Scyld Scefing sceapena preatum,

[5] monegum me=gpum, meodosetla ofteah,

[6] egzode sorlas, SyBBan wrest weard

[7] feasceaft funden, he pees frofre gebad,

[5] weox under wolcnum, weordmyndum pat,

[9] pat him swohwyle para vimbsittendra

Figure 1 Text Screen fronThe Beowulf Workstation
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re {c-é'qu., yunbm ]Wbdff‘ 113}:;1@ t,elaa

Fol. 129, LINE 1: HW.ET WE GARDEna ingear dJagum . Transcﬂpﬂ Up 1 Line
Hwet we Zardena in zeardagum 1| 1% Return

Figure 2. Facsimile ofthe manuscript available ithe Beowulf
Workstation

2.2 Creating Rosenberg 1.0

Using The Beowulf Workstation model, work began on the first of the series of Rosenberg stacks
in the first quarter of 1992 (hereafter known as Rosenberg 1.0). The initial idea (and guidance)
for concentrating on Rosenberg came from Professor Kathryn Sutherland (then of the English
Department, University of Manchester, now at the University of Nottingham). The hypermedia
edition structure of Th8eowulf Workstatiommplied the need for a central text and the poem
'‘Break of Day in the Trenches' was chosen.

The reasons for startintpe projectstemmed mainly from a wish teee formyself the
effectiveness of hypermedia as a teaching toolalsaithe problems involved ithe design,

creation, and evaluation of such material. The success of such projects as Perseus, WULF, and
The Beowulf Workstation, owed much to the fact that they were based in historically rich (yet
unfamiliar) periods Wich could be supplemented with art, archaeology, and palaeography. With

a wish to design a package based more in the modern age, but not forgetting the successful way
hypermedia had allowed literature to be established within its social and historical context, the

Issac Rosenberg’s ‘Break of Day in the Trenches’ 3



period of the First World War was chosen because of the ample material that could be attached
to the poetry. Furthermore, the subjiself is avery popular one taughtidely in literature
courses in schools and colleges thus providing a large audience for evaluation and distribution.

The resulting package, as already mentioned, was centred around one of the most accomplished
poets of the period, Isaac Rosenberg, who fought in the British Army on the Western Front until
his death in April, 1918. Not only was Rosenbeoge of the great poets of tiperiod (his
reputation, however, was estabid after his death when his poetry was reassessed), he was also

a talented artist, an extensive writer of letters, and a part-time dramatist. All of these allowed the
package to expand into other areas beyond that of poetry.

The shell ofProfessor Patrick Conner's TBeowulf Workstatiomwas used as a starting point

thus dictatingthe use of HyperCard on Macintosh platform. Beowulf was automatically
removed from the shell and replaced with '‘Break of Day in the Trenches'. However, it was clear
that the study aids provided for the student of Old English were redundant when teaching more
modern literature (i.e. there was no need to provide a Glossary for 1916 English). Many of these
features were subsequently removed freeing up extra screen space.

The design othe package was as follows. After the opening title screen the first card the user
was presentedith wasthe text of the poem complete with buttons to show the history of the
amendments made the text byRosenberg throughout 1916 (d&gure3). From here the
students could go directly to information concerning Rosenberg (i.e. his life, attitudes, and other
works); to a section entitled Analogues (namely the work of contemporary poets both male and
female, plus some of the less well-known poetry that survives only in such things as the trench
newspaper Th&Vipers Times and to alargerarea on thd=irst World War itself. To aid
navigationtherewas a background map facility modelledtbe one used in Professor Mike
Best's Shakespearkife & Timegsee Figure 4). Finally, although the student was free to browse
around the various cardsinformation using the map facility or the built in hypertext links, they
could not exit from the program (unless they forced a quit from HyperCard) without returning
to theinitial cardwith the poem 'Break of Day ithe TrenchesThiswas a deliberatdesign

policy (which has been kept in for the WWW version) so that hopefully on re-reading the poem
their perception of the work may have changed.

““Break of Day in the Trenches'®
BEREAK OF DAY IM THE TRENCHES A1 the shrieking iron and flame

The darkness cronibles away Hurled through still heavens?

Itis the saume old drid Time a3 ever, Tt quaver--what heart aghest?

Oy a live thing leaps my hand, Poppies whose roots are inmen's weins
& queer sardorde rat, Daop, and are ever dropping;

A3 pull the parapet's poppy But muine in me ear is safe,

To stick behind my ear. Just a little wrhite with the dust,

Dol rat, they would shoot o if they knew - Izaac Rosenberg
Four cosmopolitan syvmpathies,

Credits

Howr son hase touched this English hand
Tou will do the same 10 a German
Soom, no dowlbt, if it he sour pleasure [:
To crozs the sleeping green hetwesn,
It seernz wou inwardly grin a5 you pass |: Original UVersion )
(
(

About The Poem )

Rosenberg
Stong eves, fine limbs, havghty athletes - Analogues
Less chanced than wou for life, Alterations )
Bonds o the wwhims of munder, World War |

Sprawled in the bowels of the earth,
The torn fields of France.
What do o see in our eves

Figure 3: Opening Screen t&osenberg 1.0

Bottomley's Transcript)

Exit
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General Index | %
1 Life L] Stage Social Political ||Intellectual|| Literary Plays [{Refer-
:TE.- Background || Background || Background || Background || Explored [ ence
% —
| Childhood | | Early stages | | Country life | Prehistory | | The universe| Harled || Chronolog
| School | The public theatte | Huswrifery | The histories | | Drderl | M:idsumm’l Maps
[ vouth ][ The private theatre || Husbandry | [ Henry %] [ Education | [ Hemy v ] Bilﬂ'i_?-
Early rnaturity || The masque | The famnily | Elizabeth | | New knowledge | | Az o L ke f#| AT
| Maturitg| | Staging | | City life | | James | | Religion | | .Jui'h'sc‘aesaﬂ
| Last plays | | A oscene .. . | | Life at Court | | l:r'ime| The supernatural | | L |
| Retiremnent | | Acting | The puritans rachedh
[ Costumes |
The audience Click here Drama T
ﬁmap of this stack _th' F Lp | Classical drama || Elizabethan English | At
e 71)“ | Moralities and mysteries | | Foetry | | FMusic |
on.a ttClIl to go | Early history p]al,|5| | FProze h
to that tUPIC NPy Early tragedies | ‘w’omen writers
Buttons highlighted show [ Early cornedies [ Publishing [
where you have been :r [ shakespeare’s contemporaries |
7 . Fid | Shakespeare's early reputation |
@ = E Shakespeare’s life EE
Rdex Rﬁ?rn A B Help IP—‘
Figure 4. Map Screen to Mike Best'Shakespeare’tife and
Times 1.0

As this was a package aimed at literature students the historical details on the First World War
were kept to a minimum, but poems from the period were inserted appropriately in an attempt
to initiate discussion. Music and images supplemented the textual material. Sound was sampled
from three songs from the period ("Your King and Country', 'It's a Long Way to Tipperary', and
'Pack up Your Troublesl)singSoundEditand HypeBound (two packages &dlow the easy
digitisationand post-editing of sound files--HyperSound allowed sound resources to be placed
into a stack's resource fork very quickly). Development was done on a Macintosh SE/30, and a
Macintosh lIsi. On a basis of a 9.00am-5.00pm working day the product (including the time taken
to learn HyperCard and tlkgitisation procedures) took sixty working days to complete. The
package wasmallenough(evenwith the sound files) to be distributed on three High Density

3.5" floppy dsks. The only charge made was for the cost of the disks plus postage and package.

2.3 Copyright Issues with Rosenberg 1.0

Copyright had to be cleared alt the text, images, and sound used in the package before it could
be distributed. Many afhe poetsvho died duringhe Great War wersubsequently out of
copyright (nder the 75-yeaule) but even so a substantial amountime was involved in

writing to various publishers to discover this. The process proved to be a tiresome litany of
unanswered letters, ignorance on the part of publishers as to what storing material in electronic
form actually implied (i.e. it took some explaining that limiting the distribution of the package to
within the UK was almost impossible with the ease of sending software across the Internet), and
bargaining to keep any payments down to a minimum.

As a result of this it was clear (at least in 1992) that one could offer two pieces of advice. First,
if possible, use national archives such as libraaresmuseumgthe Imperial War Museum's
Educational Department allowed the use all the images required as long as the product was for
non-commerciapurposes). Second, the need to stress to publishers that the product was for the
educational market, and (if true) that it was a non-profit making venture.

Issac Rosenberg’s ‘Break of Day in the Trenches’ 5



2.4 Evaluating Rosenberg 1.0

The package wataken to twoinstitutions, a sixth form class (16-17 years old) who were
studying Eglish, and a class at the University of North London. In the school the set-up was of
two machines withihe pupils clustering around in groups of eight and going through it at their
own speed. In th&niversity the packagevas loaded on several machines and users could
interact with it on a one-to-one basis. Observation was of particular use to see bad design faults
(buttons, problems of navigation, etc.) and how users interacted with it (it was interesting to see
how well the sixth-formers used the product as a basis for discussion).

The second form of evaluation was dpyestionnaires. All the students in the two scenarios above
filed one in andhe package was subsequently presented to trainee teachers and MA Education
students aSheffield Hallam University. In total over fifty forms were returned and everytime
the product wasent out it was done so with the request that anybody using it should return any
comments to help in the evaluation process.

The overall reception was very favourable, with comments such as 'interesting’, 'enjoyable’, and
‘useful' being commoiMost students found it attractive because it introduced them to areas that
they were not familiar with (or indeed had not even considered as being helpful to the study of
War poetry), and the teachers felt that lesson plans could be constructed around the package. A
fuller discussion of this evaluation is available in Lee (1992).

One point of worry, however, walse perceived power of the produthis was particularly
noticeable irseveral comments made by the A-Level students who implied that their textbooks
had now become redunddrgcause the package contaimeerything they needed to know.

This worrying readiness to accept the idea that a) the computer contains all the facts; and b) it
contains all the correct facts--is even now of great importance to multimedia developers. Unless
one applies the same academic standards to software products that one does to publications, the
areawill becomemarginalizedand viewed as non-scholarly. In many wéyis is perhaps an

even greater challenge than our seemingly constant quest to get the machines to do things bigger,
quicker, and all at the same time.

3. Rosenberg 1.1 (1993)

3.1 The Advent of Quicktime

With the appearance Qjuicktime in 1992-1993 on a widespread b#sesewas suddenly a

guick and easy software solution to creating and running small excerpts of video on a reasonably
low-level Macintosh computeilhis, in conjunction withthe appearance of HyperCard 2.0,
meant that at the end of 1992/early 1988k began on a second versiontloé Rosenberg

stacks (hereafter Rosenberg i3 time including QuickTime movies. Once again the resources

of the Imperial War Museumwere used (and copyright cleared) and film samples were taken
from the Museum'’s videos War Women of Britain and The Battle of the Somme. All of the these
were monochrome ansilent. Digitisation waslone on a Macintosh Quadra 706ing a
VideoSpigotboard, ScreenPlay software, and Adobe Prerkiém sampleswere digitised,

edited, and compressed (which meant that a 15-20 second film was about 1MB in size).

Film footage was used in three ways: first, to illustrate some event or detail which was difficult
to explain (e.g. the setting up of a machine-gun post, or the actual desolation of no-man's land);
second, as an examplefibin shown to the public at the time (e.g. The Battle of the Somme was
publicly released in the latter part of 1916); and finally, it was felt that it would be useful to

Issac Rosenberg’s ‘Break of Day in the Trenches’ 6



‘Break of Day in the Trenches’
Questionnaire

1) Have you studied World War | poetry before?
2) Have you studied Isaac Rosenberg before?
3) Have you used a computer before?

If YES, what type?

4) Do you think the program would have been of interest to you if it had been availaple in
your course?

If YES, why?

5) Did you enjoy using the program?

If YES, why?

6) What did you think of:

a) Finding your way around the program EASY MODERATE DIFFICULT

b) The content of the material GOOD ADEQUATE NOT ENOUGH

c) The complexity of the material TOO SIMPLE JUST RIGHT TOO DIFFICULT

7) Did you find material in the program which you would not normally think of looking at
when studying World War | poetry?

If YES, what areas?

8) Finally, do you thinkhat yourenjoyment ofthe poem waseffected byusing this
program?

If YES, in what way?

Figure 5: Questionnaire Used for EvaluationRdésenberg 1.0

Issac Rosenberg’s ‘Break of Day in the Trenches’ 7



attach moving images to the poems already stored in the programme. The objective here was to
supplement the poem with contextual visual imagery, but, at all times, keeping the literature as
the focal point. In order to avoitie probable scenario of the useanply looking atthe film

without actually reading the piecenais meant to symbolise, it was decided that the movie would
appear as aaption onlyafter thepoem had been called-up. An example from Rosenberg 1.1
relates to the card on Field Marshall Haig. Initially the user is presented with a short biographical
description of the British Commander-in-Chief, but they have the further option of viewing the
poem 'The General' byiegfried Sassooi®nce they have dorthis a secondutton appears

which, when activated, shows a short film compilation of a General inspecting some troops, a file
of soldiers marching towardke front-line, and dinal image of a corpssprawled against a
trench-wall (see Figures 5 and 6).

There was no formal evaluation of Rosenberg 1.1 alth@mtoneusing it was asked to
complete the questionnaidistributed with Rosenberg 1.0. The inclusionfih footage,
however, meant that the size of the package had increased dramatically to around 19MB. This
meant that to distribute it on 3.5" floppy disks would have meant a considerable amount of time
spent on disk copying (although Oxford University Computing Services now has a CD-ROM
writing facility, it did not have one in 1993). Therefore, anyone who wished to use Rosenberg
1.1 or get their own version had to come to Oxford and make a copy for themselves.

Music —m———————————— 15

@ Left: Figure 6. ‘The
General" Card from

Rosenberg 1.1

Map

‘The General’

Field Marshal Earl Haig 1861-1928

Haig baged his miltary ba
it was perhaps this whicly
during the ¥War after he 5 !
19, 1915 after the failure R
of the British Expedifion s
COniroversy a3 it was his P,
by immense infantcy w0
resalive. These 0 called '
themselves in the slanght

[
THE GEMERAL Siegfried Sass%{ﬁ

[
pet-maine; gost-martine, ;e S sl Below: Figure 7: Stills
When we met him last week on the way o the line.

Mow the zoldiers he smiled at are most of 'em dead, . from the QUiCkTime
3 | And we've cursing his steff for ncompetent swine.  [1e movie associated with

% |'He's acheery old card’, gronted Harry to Jack H H T
i o alopeed o st i ek Siegfried Sassoon’s ‘The

- General' in Rosenberg
The General v ;
But he did for them both by his plan of attack. l 1
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4. Rosenberg 2.0 (1994)
4.1 HyperCard 2.2

Work on the projectvas relatively quiet ovethe comingyear. About twenty copies of the
HyperCard stacks for Rosenberg 1.1 were collected from the machine at Oxford and the product
was demonstrated on a number of visits by the CTI Centre around the country. The reception to
the design was alwayavourable although it was generally recognitteat the content was
somewhat limited.

At the end of 1993/early 1994 Oxford University Computing Services purchased a copy of the
new version of HyperCard, namely 2.2. This promised, amongst its many other features, to allow
the easy introduction of colour, a singular failing in previous versions of the software. Up until
then colour was only available via the display in external windows of PICT files, or by using the
add-on 'Colorizelt' available on most FTP sites.

In the light of this advance in the authoring software work began on a new version of Rosenberg
(hereafteiRosenberg 2.0). It was felt that the main strength of the previous versions had been
the design of the stacks whereby the user was introduced to the poem, then its historical context,
and finally back to the poem again to see if the additional information had in any way altered
their perceptions of 'Break of Day in the Trenches'. It was decided that Rosenberg 2.0 should be
expanded in two ways:

1. To try to allow readers to automatically store their comments resulting from their
first reading ofthe poem, and then to archive their final impressions once they
had been exposed to the ancillary information.

2. To have differenstarting pointother than 'Break of Day in the Trenches', i.e.
poems by other writers.

Sample screens from Rosenberg 2.0 appear in Figures 7 to 9. The first (Figure 7) shows the new
opening screen whereby users could chodsen a selection of poemand poets (Isaac
Rosenberg's 'Break of Day in the Trenches', EdWaamas's 'Agshe Team'sHead Brass',
Siegfried Sassoon's 'The Geneaald 'Blighters',Rupert Brooke'sThe Soldier'and Wilfred

Owen's 'Futility’). @ce a user selected a poem they were then taken to a rather plain screen that
presented purelthe text of thgpoem. Figure @8lustrates how 'Break of Day in the Trenches'
appeared in Rosenberg 2.0. The lack of any historical information meant that the user provided
comments (in the appropriate box) as a result of an uninfluenced reading of the text. Once they
had done his they could then move on thhe multimedia version othe poem (Figure 9)
complete withlinks to background information, film footage, etc. Although it is not illustrated
opposite, on exitinghe package the usefastaken to ascreen similar to that in Figure 8 and
asked to record their comments thie poemafter having discovered its historicahd social

context. They could also look at their initial comments and those of others (all archived as plain
text files and automatically loaded into a HyperCard).

However, in many ways, these few screen-shots represent most of the work on Rosenberg 2.0.
Extra screens werdesigned surroundinthe topic of the Waitself but these were never
completed. The stumbling block in the development of the package was HyperCard's very limited
ability to handle colour to angecentlevel. Problems which were continuaycountered
included the speed ddading in a colour file; failure tolear a screen so that when the user
moved to another card thmage ofthe previous cardstill remained causing an overlap of
pictures (this could only be fixed lmsingthe 'RedrawScreen’ menu option); or, even worse,
images simply failing to load leaving large white gaps on the screen. Numerous messages on the
HyperCard discussion list (HYPERCRD-L) indicated that many other people were encountering
these problems.
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First
World War

Figure 8 Opening ScreenRosenberg 2.0

Lreak of Day in the Trenches

The darlmess cnumbles away
It is the same old doud Time as ever,
Cmly & live thing leaps mry hand,
& gueer sardonic mat,
L3 T pull the pamapet's poppy (3)
To sticlk belund my ear.
Droll m&t, they would shoot you if they koear
“our cosmopolitan syrmpathies,
Moowr vou have touched this English hand
Youwill do the same to a Cerman (10)
Soomn. no doubt, if it be your pleasure
To cross the sleeping green between.
It seems you nwardly grn as you pass
Strong eves, fine limbs, haughty athletes,
Less chaneed than you for Iife, (15)
Bonds to the wiims of murder,
Sprawled in the bowels of the earth,
The tom fields of Franee.
What do you see in our eyes
At the shriekdng iron and flame (200
Hurled through still heavens?
What quaver -what heart aghast?
Poppies whose 1oots are In men's velns
Drop, and are ever dropping;
But mine in nry ear is safe, (23)
Tust a little whate with the dust.

- Isaac Rosenberg

QUIT HELF

INSTRUCTIONS
Ta the left is Isaac Rosenberg's 'Break of Day in the
Trenches'. To begin with, read the poem and recond sour
initial responses i the window belows. Cnee you have
dore this press SAVE and store your comments. Then
proceed to the HYPERMEDIA EDITION. From there
o will be able to browss material on Eosenberg, the
poem, other poets, and the First World War. At the end of
this program jyou will be asked to re-read the posm and
make new comments in the kght of the mfonmation you
have gathered.

Write Your Comments Below:
| think this poem...

L

1. Before Continuing Save Your Work m
2. After Saving Work Proceed
to Hypermedia Edition HYPERMEDIA EDITION

Figure 9: Comment Screen fARosenberg 2.0
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Two options were thus available. First, to look around for another authoring tool that could be
used to replace HyperCard. It was widely recognised that ToolBook was outpacing HyperCard
and was thus worth considering. Howeutbe problem with ToolBook was that it could only
deliver material for a PC. Macromedia Director, though strong on animation, was very weak in
its hypertext linking faititi es. Authorware was too expensive, and Guide was receiving very little
support (at theéime SuperCard wasot considered buhis perhaps is how the best authoring
package for the Macintosh).

The second option was to moaa@ay from the concept of using a commercial authoring package
and to begin talevelop a way omakingthe material available acroske Internet. Recent
experiences of converting the CTI Centre for Textual Studies' Resources Guide to HTML (and
thus delivering it on the World-Wide Web) had yielded highly favourable results.

: Isaac Rosenberg ‘Break of Day in the Trenches”

Lreak of Day in the Trencher At the shnelans iron and flame 20}
Hurled through still heavens ?

The darkmess crumbles away What quaver -what heart aghast?

It 15 the same old dnad Time as ever,  Poppies whose roots are in

Oy a live thing leaps my hand, mern's veins

& queer sardonic @t Drop, and are ever dropping;

Az T pull the parapet's poppy (3} But mine in nry ear is safe, (25}

To stick belund my ear. Tust a little white with the dust.

Droll &t they would shoot you - Isaac Rosenherg

if they knewr

Your cosmopolitan sympathies, = Rosenberg's Life

Mowr you have touched this English hard

Fou will do the same to a Cenmarn (100 F 3 Ahont the Film

Soon, no doubt, if it be your pleasuns -

To crogs the sleeping green between. This short extmct iz taleen from

It seems you inwardly grin as you pass | the film The Batile of the

Strong eyes, fins imbs, haughty athlstes, Somine. The opening and

Less chanced than you for bfe, (15) | closing clips are of a view across
Bonds to the whims of murder, : no-man's land from a trench on
Sprawled in the bowels of the earth, the front line (sinular to the views
The tom fields of France. ; Fosenberg would have had to
What do you see in our eves create the mood of the poem).

- - The central sequence shows

| Brief Analysis | Eiritish soldiers eating their
_ brealdfast in typical

| Pre June/1916 | | Bottomley Vanant' sumoundings. The shell

explosions call to mind

Other Poets:| Rupert Brooke

Other Poems
—Rosenberg:

In the Trenches v

Figure 10: Multimedia Edition of the Poem in Rosenberg 2.0
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ll. From HyperCard to the World-Wide Web (1994)

1. The Coming of the Web

Undoubtelly, the single-most important event in terms of the Internet during the 1990s was the
development and impact of the World-Wide Web. With the widespread distribution of NCSA's
graphical browser Mosaic, followed up bye evermore popular Netscap#&e use of the
WWW hasgrown dramatically (some estimates cldhmat traffic on the WWW increased by
€.1,000% in 1993 and ¢.400,000%4.804). Coupled with this, the background mark-up language
HTML (Hypertext Mark-up Language) is so relatively easy to use that this has enabled many
people (with limited programming knowledge) to easilgunt publications otthe Internet.
Although ecent SIMAreports have provided excellent introductory material on the WWW (see
Kelly, 1995) the following may act as a general guide to the Web.

1.1 How the World-Wide Web Works

The World-Wide Web is a system whereby machines around the world store their documents in
a standard form. These documents consigexifbut can bdéinked to graphics, soures,

movies, and to other documents simulating a hypertext environment. The revolutionary attribute
of the World-Wide Web is that the linking of these documents can be international as long as the
address othe document to bknked to is known. In additiorthe WWW can interface with

other accessing systems such as Gopher sites.

WWW documents are stored plain text files (i.e. ASCII) and are marked up using a system
called the HypertextMark-Up Language or HTML (a subset tife Standard Generalised
Mark-Up Language--SGML). These documents then reside on a machine that acts as a server.
To access these documents (emake any sense of them) one needs a WWW browser. Common
browsers used at the moment are Netscape, Mosaic, and LYNX (for use as a plain text browser
on a terminal); but there are many others already available or under development.

Whenbrowsing adocument on the Web you will need to know its Uniform Resource Locator
or URL. Though daunting tlmok at these simply record the scheme or protocol of the document
and itspathname (i.e. the location of the document itself). One of the major advantages of the
Web is that it can interface with several systems such as Gopher, FTP, or WAIS, thus allowing
it to tapinto previousinternet resourcewith ease. Documents produced for thveb and
marked-up in HTML use the hypertext transfer protocol or "http'. For example, the URL for the
Times Higher Education Supplemént

http://www.timeshigher.newsint.co.uk/

Here the prefix ‘http’ denotesthat it is marked-up inHTML for the Web, and
‘www.timeshigher.newsint.co.uk’ is the pathname or Internet address of the document.

Within the Web documents themselves, links can be made to images (so that they appear as part
of the file when reformatted by the browser), other documents (including remote access to sites
elsewhere), sound fileand video files. Interactive graphics can be displayed with links attached

to a number of elements; users need only click on the relevant section to activate them (e.g. see
the interactive maps at Xerox -- http://pubweb.parc.xerox.com/map). With the presence of links,
graphics, sound, and video, the Web is clearly the first step towards providing multimedia on an
international basis.
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2. Abandoning HyperCard

At the end of theastchapter itwas notedhat development dRosenberg 2.0 never reached
completion. This was due to the fact that HyperCard was deemed no longer adequate and that
no other multimedia authoring tool offered a suitable alternative. The decision then, was taken
to move away from traditional authoring packages to mount the next version of the Rosenberg
material on the World-Wide Web. This decision, however, needs further clarification.

The choice for a multimedia author at the moment is coming down to two options. First, one can
proceed withthe standardauthoring packages such as HyperCard, SuperCard, ToolBook,
Director, and so on. Second, one can consider moving the publication onto the Internet via the
very popular medm of the World-Wide Web. As can be seen from the above opening remarks
the decision was taken to move the Rosenberg material onto the latter after much deliberation
over themerits ofeachdelivery medium. In aeffort to help other developers in their project
decisions some of the advantages and disadvantages of each have been listed:

3. Multimedia Authoring Tools (e.g. HyperCard, ToolBook, Director)

3.1 Advantages

1) Most of them have very sophicated editing tools and functions allowing for elaborate special
effects, screemlesign, inclusion of multimedia elemengsd linking between applications.
Background scripting languages can also allow for the addition of advanced functions.

2) Most will allow run-time versions to be distributed without the need for third parties to have
the full version of the software they were created in (e.g. HyperCard player, etc.).

3) Due to their long history of development there is a substantial amount of supporting material
and publications to help a prospective author.

4) The author tends to have control over the dawricting its distribution, as well as the
end-users' abilities to alter material.

3.2 Disadvantages

1) Every authoring package has its limitations. For example, HyperCard is poor in using colour,
ToolBook (like HyperCard) iBmited to a single platform, Director is poor in handling hypertext,
and so on. Althougthesemay be overcome ithe future thesituation at present is far from
desirable.

2) Unless the author creatsgecialised importinfeaturesmost ofthe dataused in thdinal

product will be locked into the package making subsequent editing a problem.

3) The life-expectancy of these products is questionable. Who is to say that a program designed
in HyperCard will be usable in two tiree years time with the speed at which new machines and
operating systems are emerging?

4) The potential audience is limited by the distribution process (e.g. cost and speed of producing
CD-ROMs), and the platform requirements. Mounting compressed programs on the Internet for
FTP will also dictate a limitation on the size of the product.

5) If the product isupgraded this woulthave to be in conjunctiowith a re-issue of a new
version, entailing althe problems of advertisinghese changes, plus a renewed round of
distribution.

6) Although software houses havade great strides in making the authoring software more easy
to use it should still be noted that the learning curve for some products is still very high.

4. The World-Wide Web
4.1 Advantages

1) Assuming one has access to a Web server (usually your institution's mainframe), publication
of material (not including copyright costs) is free.
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2) HTML, the hypertext mark-uanguage used in creating World-Wide Web documents, is very
easy to learn.

3) The Web uses non-propriety standards thus giving the site a longer life expectancy: e.g. text
is in plain ASCII, HTML is a sub-set of SGML, graphics appear as JPEG or GIF (thus industry
standard), etc. It is subsequently cross-platform (i.e. the same document can be viewed through
a Macintosh, a Windows machine, a UNIX box, and even a dumb terminal using such browsers
as LYNX though this necessitates the loss of multimedia elements).

4) Once establishethe material is made available to an international audience amounting to
millions (with no extra distribution costs).

5) Linking from the document is not restricted to data elsewhere on the machine's hard drive or
the CD-ROM the program is distributed on, but can be international (e.g. if a new site appeared
giving historical information omhe First WorldWar alink could becreated tdhis within a

matter of minutes).

6) At present the browsing software needed for the Web is free (e.g. Netscape or Mosaic) and
this has led to its enormous popularity.

7) TheWeb candeliver multimedia elements in additiontext (although only graphics were
employed in this site).

8) Editing of existing files is straightforwarBurthermore, as it works on a client/server basis
there is no onus on the developer to reissue upgrades.

9) There aresubstantial moves in developiige Web.Already it can easily launchother
applications, interrogate databases, etc. Any limitations at the moment could well be overcome
in the very near future with advances in CGI scripting.

4.2 Disadvantages

1) At present, the screatesign facilitiesand animation capabilities ¢fie Web are not as
advanced as thogwovided with most othe authoring packages. However, Macromedia's
Shockwave (http://www.macromedia.cogges someway to addressing t@liewing movies
created in the authoring package Director to be played by Web browsers, and to have interactive
links embeddedvithin them.Similarly, the community is placing a lot afxpectations on the
benefits it is hopedSun Microsystem's programming languadavawill bring to Web
development (http://java.sun.com).

2) Access on networks is slow (probably the most consistent criticism levelled at publishing on
the Internet) Although this may improve with time this is a serious problem that will continue

to frustrate on-line teacheasd publishers. However, in answer to this, it should not be forgotten
that HTML files can be read from local networks or hard drives thus dispensing with the reliance
on the speed of the Internet. Academics wishing to provide on-line tutorials or notes via the Web
could even distribute their files on floppy disks.

3) By opening up access to iaternational audience there are serious implications for copyright
issues. A developer wishing to publish on the Web will probably have to agree world rights on
the material they use.

4) As well asoftenbeing limited to adlocument metaphor (e.@eb documents amesigned

more or less to be read from the top scrolling down to the bottom), overuse of inlaid graphics can
greatly impedehe downloading of materiallhis isthe major problem with manyVeb sites

around which useneaningless graphics simply for decorative purposes. This site attempted to
avoid this by placing the emphasis on quantity rather than artistic value.

Although the above is a very simplified list of points both for and against the different delivery
platforms, it does give some indication as to why the medium of the Web was chosen. The ability
to easily edit material, deliver it to an international audience quickly, cheaply, and
cross-platform, and to keep the data free of propriety software all added up to make the Web the
most attractive prospect.
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lll. The Web Site: 'Isaac Rosenberg's 'Break of Day in the
Trenches" (1995)
http://www.ox.ac.uk/depts/humanities/rose.

1. Design

The strength of Rosenberg 1.0, 1.1, and 2.0 (ththughatterwas never completed) was the
circular design othe product. That is to say a usesis presentedith the poem, then the
supporting historical information, and finally the poem again. In many ways this was exploring
(at a simple level) some interesting ideas involved with literary theory. How does our knowledge
of the contextual information surrounding a piece of literature influence the way we interpret it?

It was felt thatthis desigrstructureshould be maintained tfe Website, incorporating the
attempts in Rosenberg 2.0 to actually record the reader's comments and make them available to
all.

This, however, does hawerious implications. To maintain consistencynacomment's by
readers one has to do twhangs: 1)try to insurethatall users have the opportunity to access
exactly thesame amount of material; )llowing on from thisonce the Web site has been
‘published’ you cannot add any extra material to the historical archive--the site, apart from the
addition of user's comments, becomes frozen. Taking 1 and 2 together this also meant that when
designingthe site it had to made a closed site (i.e. there were, and still are, no links to external
sites).

The structure of the site is detailed in Figure 10. The user comes to a welcoming screen offering
general advice on thgte and how to navigate it, plus a diréiok to '‘Break of Day in the
Trenches' (top left). If they choose the latter they are then taken to a simple version of the poem
with no supporting information apart from the fact that it was written by Isaac Rosenberg (top
right). Instructionsaregivenfor them to read the poem and using the Web form at the bottom

of the page they shoutédcord their name, e-mail address (optional), and their initial impressions
of the poem. A button marked *‘Archivallowsthem tomail the message directly off to the
username xzcainfo@sable.ox.ac.uk which is monitored continually.

Once they have completed the form (although there is no mechanism to enforce them to do this)
they thenmove on to the hypermedia edition (centre of screen) and from there to information
on the Life of Rosenberg, Other Poets, The First World War, a Map of the Site (bottom left), and
an Exit facility (bottom right). Ithey choose the Exit facility they are taken to a final page where
the poem igepeated and they are asked to record fhwil thoughts using an identical Web

form and ‘Archive’ button. Athis point they also have the ability to see other reader's initial and
final comments.

Designing for the Web presents many difficulties which are not encountered when designing for
such packages as HyperCard or ToolBook. These include:

1. 1 Graphics.

To begin with, due tohe slowness othe networks you have #voidthe over-use oinlaid
graphics (if there are too many most users will simply turn off the ‘auto-load images’ option on
their browser). If a large graphic is needed it is best to include a thumbnail image first with an
indication of how big (in file size) the full image would be if users were to attempt to download

it. It also had to be remembered that many users might be viewing the site with a non-graphical
browser (such as LYNX) and thus if anage was to beased as énk there had to be a text
alternative included in the mark-up (using the ALT= element in HTML).
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1.2 Moving around a page

Many users would be used to hypertext linking in HyperCard or ToolBook whereby when the
screen changed they were in fact going to a separate card/stack or ToolBook page/book. This is
not always the case in a Web document. Many links in the Rosenberg Web site used the HTML
system ofNAMES and thus thdink wasactually to withinthe same document but at a point
further down the page. To try to impress this on users it was decided that throughout the notation
"Return to the Top of the Page' would be used with an anchor or link being made to a NAME in
the first header.

1.3 Video/Sound

Although it was noted earlier that Rosenberg 1.1 included sound and video files these were not
included in the Rosenberg Web site. This is not because the Web does not allow for the inclusion
of such multimedia elements--it cleadgpes--but rather because to put up any useful piece of
video would require a reasonably large file which wotdlle far toolong to download
(particularly in the context of this on-line seminar). It was felt that the place for video and sound
files would be in an archive of such material, and not in a quickss#apnar where it is
constantly the aim to maintain the user's attention.

2. Creating the Web Pages

Where possible text files and graphics were extracted from the previous Rosenberg HyperCard
stacks and converte@.g. graphics from HyperCard requicbanging PICTiles to JPEG
format). Mark-up of the text documents was done using a standard word-processor (Microsoft
Word 5.1) as conversion tools (such as RTF2HTML) were not appropriate, and the existing
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editing packages (e.g. HTML Assistant) were deemed to be a bit limited. There was still a need
for the digitising of more material and this was done using OmniPage Pro for OCR, and Adobe

Photoshop for graphics (and graphic conversion). Working on a basis of man-hours this whole
process took ¢.50 hours (spread over the Spring and Summer of 1995). To maintain the policy

of making thissite available to as many people as possible no Netscape extensions were used.

The documents were tested oloeal hard-drive to begin with. Once it was found that all the
links worked they were mounted on Oxfddhiversity'sUNIX mainframe in a public HTML
directory (a facility open to all users of Oxford University Computing Services). Technical help
was sought from David Snowling, the Web advisor at the Computing Services, to fine-tune the
operation of the Web forms.

3. Copyright

The last time permission to use any of the material had been sought from the copyright holders
had been with the dissemination of Rosenberg 1.1 (Rosenberg 2.0 was never issued). This meant
thatagreement had to be reached on all documents/graphics that were used. A standard letter
was sent to all the appropriate bodies once they had been identified as holders of copyright:

Permissions Manager
Tower Hamlets Amenities Committee/Library
Bancroft's Library
277 Bancroft's Road
London E1 4DQ
7/4/95

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to you to ask permission to use some material in a project of mine centred on
First World War poetry (in particular Isaac Rosenberg). The project aims to create an
international teaching resource on the Internet, and is thus both educational and non-profit
making. The material will be mounted on the World-Wide Web and will be accessible by
anyone in the world who has an internet connection. Therefore it would be almost impossible
for me to limit its distribution. Naturally Tower Hamlets would be given full credit for all its
help and | would be more than happy to provide a link to any Web pages you have in
existence (I would need to know the address of these however).

| am writing to you therefore to ask for permission to use the following items:

Picture of Isaac Rosenberg in uniform, found on an autographed postcard of 1917. This photo
is widely available in printed material but can be found opposite page 157 of J. M. Wilson's
Isaac Rosenberg: Poet and Painter (London: Cecil Woolf, 1975). Photocopy enclosed.

| look forward to hearing from you,

Yours

Dr Stuart Lee
Humanities IT Support Officer
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In most cases this worked very well. However, needless to say this process did not go as
smoothly as one would have liked. One author wrote back with much indignation refusing to
give permission for his material to be used and threatening to bring in the Society of Authors.
In reply a copy of the letter (as above) was sent to the Society of Authors who commented
that they felt that the writer was over-reacting. As a consequence the passages in question
were not included in the Web site, nor was mention of the author's book in the Bibliography
section (thus removing a potential source of advertising his publication to an international
audience).

Slightly more annoying was the inconsistency of many of the institutions approached. The
National Portrait Gallery refused permission to use paintings of Rosenberg because they felt
that the resulting digitised files would be of sufficient quality to be downloaded remotely and
used in publications elsewhere. Contrary to this The Imperial War Museum's Art Department
would only allow the use of some of their pictures if high-resolution photographs of the
paintings were paid for (the ones produced in their educational packs were said to be of
insufficient resolution) to ensure that any documents of theirs published on the Internet would
be of a high-quality. It was calculated that the cost of using the eight images (covering the
Image Licence, Transparency Hire for the eight pictures, and Reproduction fees--colour and
for World Rights as they were to go on the Internet), would amount to 1010.46 (pounds
sterling). This was far too expensive to be met by the project's limited budget. Ironically,
another Department at the Imperial War Museum allowed the use of facsimiles of their
documents free of charge recognising that this was an educational project. Eventually,
however, copyright was agreed on all the material used and the testing of the site could go
ahead.

4. Beta-Testing

In conjunction with choosing a selection of staff from OUCS, a note was put out on
HUMANIST-L (a discussion list for Humanities Computing) asking for beta-testers of the

site. A list of a dozen testers was drawn up (several from the US to test speed of access across
the Atlantic link), and the site was tested for two weeks.

This process was very useful and is recommended to all Web publishers. Problems of
navigation were highlighted, some buttons and links were redesigned, and spelling mistakes
were noticed.

5. Going Public

On the 1st July, 1995, the Web site was advertised widely on various discussion lists with a
request to cross-post. Notices were also posted to various Web gateways, such as Yahoo
(http://Iwww.w3.org/hypertext/DataSources/bySubject/Overview.html), and the 'What's New'
section under Netscape (http://home.netscape.com/home/whats-new.html). All of this clearly
had a snowball effect and several other Web sites picked up on the address (including the
Voice of the Shuttle site maintained by Alan Liu, mirrored at the English Faculty,
Oxford--http://info.ox.ac.uk:80/~enginfo/shuttle/--which concentrates on literary links).

At first the number of accesses was low but this could well have been a reflection of the fact
that the launch was in the middle of the Summer vacation (July-August). However, even
taking this into account, accesses were around the two hundred mark per month. By
September/October this had doubled to 400 a month.
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6. Feedback and Media Attention

Feedback on the site took two forms. First, there were the comments themselves on the poem
using the Web form at the end of the introductory page and exit page. It was calculated that
about 10% of people who accessed the site took the time to complete the first form requesting
their initial interpretation of the poem. However, only 2% of people completed the cycle by
recording their final impressions of the poem prior to leaving. Below is a selection of some of
these which provide interesting indicators to the potential for using such a medium in

teaching.

6.1 A Selection of Initial and Final Comments (typos retained)

Reader #1

Initial Comment

Seems to me an adequate poem, no more. The images ofrat and
poppy are strong, though less so than once theymust have been. |
suppose that one ought to "un-know"later war (and anti-war)
poetry, and discount thepoppy's familiarity as symbol, in order

to restore its originality to the poem. Hard to do.

Final Comment

The supporting material helps to locate the poem within the
tradition and, to a lesser extent, helps to anchor the

historical moment. | didn't feel the exegetic passages did
anything to deepen the emotional impact of the poem,but this
may be fin-de-siecle cynicism...

Reader #2

Initial Comment

| had not read the Rosenberg poem before, but it did make
connections for me: with the Thomas Hardy poem about the English
soldier thinking of an enemy soldier and how under other
circumstances, in different contexts, they might have been

friends and sat down to drink together. The rat in the Rosenberg
poem is a wonderful symbol, perhaps more so because of the rats
| knew and heard about when i was in Viet Nam, different wars,
the same carriers. What a wonderful image to carry that touch
from one side of no-man's land to the other. And the poppy as
symbol, the blood drop, that made me think of Flander's Field. A
fine poem that I'm glad | got to know.

Final Comment

The bio of Rosenberg was especially helpful, but the other
Rosenberg poems helped put "Break of Day in the Trenches" in a
broader context of WWI and poets like Sassoon and Owen. Not, |
think Rupert Brooke, a context of realistic writing,

non-romantic. | would never expect an "If | should
die..."statement from Rosenberg. Because of the hypertext
possibility of building links between poems, between writers

like Sassoon and Rosenberg, | didn't learn more about the
*particular* poem, but much more about the instance of thepoem
(if that makes sense). | don't want to overuse the word context,
but the hypertext version does just that, places the poem in the
greater scene of what was happening at that time, not just the
war scene, but also the poetry scene (the Harriet Monroe
material and so on).
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Reader #3

Initial Comment

Probably to its first audience this poem rang horribly true. For
me, though, it's hard to take some of its rhetoric quite
seriously. Why should the "sardonic" rat even care what it sees
in the doomed soldiers' eyes? What is the function of diction
like "quaver" and "ever dropping"?Are these not illegitimate
consolations of art -- Rosenberg decking the bottomless real
horror with comfortable old poetic devices? A "poppy" in the
"ear", in a sense R probably didn't intend. Also, the claim at
the end is a little too faux-naif -- we know very well that he
doesn't think a poppy in his ear is "safe" -- to work as irony.
This said, the rhythm is very nicely handled: pushed just to the
limit of irregularity, in number of feet and in substitutions,

that will still allow the unrhymed lines to be heard as "verse".

Final Comment

Since | read Fussell's book long ago, little of the material was
truly unfamiliar. | did find myself forced to rethink the
significance of the poppy a little, and grudgingly admitted some
of Silkin's points. But I'm still uncomfortable with the

Georgian cosinesses that infect the poem.

| wonder, though, about the utility of the hypertext medium. A
good critic can exert considerable control over the effect of

his auxiliary material on his argument and even on the poem.
(Hugh Kenner is a master in this.)In hypertext, the connections
are contingent and easy to miss or resist.This may be especially
true for literary thinking, in which subtlety, originality and

even eccentricity of association and argument are valued.

Also, hypertext provides no compulsion to read well; the
World-Wide Web especially encourages skipping on before more
than a few words have been scanned.| wonder if the reader who
found poppies the weakest "concrete object” in the poem stuck
around long enough to find out that they're something a little
more than concrete.

Reader #4

Initial Comment

Generally well written, of course, and also emotive and
imaginative, but not nearly as immediate as the poems of, say
Wilfred Owen or Sigfried Sassoon. The image of the poppy behind
the ear, and the ironic reference to its safety was quite

effective. Sorry, that's all | can come up with on the spur of

the moment.

Final Comment

My initial impressions still stand, although | appreciate the

more complete context the accessory information provides, and |
feel a hypertext seeting such as this would be of particular
value to students who have no familiarity with the military
history. And having said all THAT, | must also congratulate you
on a fine setting, because having taken the time | find | have
been engaged by the work in a way | was not before | stumbled
upon your page. The work still has the power to move after all
these years. | realize | am writing about your technique instead
of the poem, but what thehey -- thank you again, and i will be
sure to send students by this page duringthe coming semester.
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Reader #5

Initial Comment

Not especially imaginative use of nature (mouse) to contrast
with unnatural aspects of war.

Final Comment

| was glad to become acquainted with Rosenberg, although my
initial impression of his poem didn't change much. | think it
suffered by comparison with thework of Brooke, Owen, and
Sassoon, and even with his own "Marching."

Second Posting

When | first read the poem yesterday, it seemed contrived. After
reflecting on the contextual information, | knew why. Rosenberg
did not, because he could not, tell the truth. He lived in mud.

He had forgotten what it was like not to feel tired.He couldn't

tell us that. He was too polite, and he knew we didn't want to
hear it. And he did not want to hear it himself. He needed to
believe there was some nobility, some humanity in what was
happening. So he told us a lie.

He took a poem he remembered and turned it inside out. What the
rat really told him was: "Rosie, you cow'rin, tim'rous beastie!

You already live in a furrow. You've seen the fields laid bare

and waste. And you are just waiting for the plow to come back"

Thanks for protecting us, Rosie. But you could have told us the
truth. We might not have listened, but you could have tried.

Reader #6

Initial Comment

what strikes me immediately about the poem is the line where the
speaker's asks the rat what it sees in the soldiers eyes? That
more than anything else in the poem brings home the impact of
the war on those condemned to leave, and die, in the trench.

Final Comment

my impression of the poem hasn't really changed. it's

intensified. i think i admire r's achievement more because of

the conditions in which he had to live and write. the quiet

humour of the poem is thus a remarkable achievement considering
what he went through.

Reader #7

Initial Comment

The poem ironically comments on the difference between the
"lower" form of life, the rat, and its ability to remain aloof

from the war, able to range fromside to side, from the British
to the German, and regard the behavior of the more rational
being.

Final Comment

The letters from the trenches and the descriptions of the major
battles not only intensify the initial impression of the poem

but also illustrate the difference between the reality of the

real world and the reality of the poetic world.
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Reader #8

Initial Comment

| was struck first of all by the taught complexity of the
imagery and the rhythmic schemes of the lines. The imagery
of two distant lines, connected by the traveling rat, is
powerful, bleak, and vivid;.

Final Comment

After seeing the hyper-media version of Rosenberg, | have
increased my understanding of the poem. Especially helpful to

me were the literary critical comments all easily available to

give me insight into the influences on his choices of imagery,

etc. Rosenberg's poem becomes even more impressive when you
consider the discipline and detachment he had to martial to
compose such a poem on the battlefield. That he should have been
thinking in this way, drawing on a disciplined intellectual

tradition in the midst of such horror, is impressive. The

pictures assembled in hyper-media add very much to our
understanding of what he was experiencing, especially the
telegram containing notice of a son's death.(Compare the prose
and rhythms of the telegram with his poetry: the two main texts

in this exercise). However, the pictures avoid the really awful
images of people (or horses) blown to pieces, which is really

what Rosenberg was facing. Including these is important.
However, | also agree with the exit commentator who said that
Hyper-media encourages youto read without thoroughness: to jump
from one thing to another withoutdepth or rigor. This is a

problem because of the playful nature of themedium itself. You
have to choose to exercise thoroughness and rigor, andresist

the temptation to learn in a shallow, facile way.

Reader #9

Initial Comment

| am unfamiliar with the work of Rosenberg though | am
acquainted with the writing of Wilfred Owen and Rupert Brookes
etc.Having read these other poems dealing with similar topics |
felt the communality of the concerns such as the fear of
imminent death, the futility of the fighting.This particular

poem was well-written but | did not find it especially moving.

Final Comment

| have enjoyed and been enlightened by the time spent using this
Web site.The navigation is excellent. It is easy to find

information and read what one wants to read. | found it
particularly interesting to cross-reference this poem with other
poems Despite this | cannot say that | like the poem any better
nor am | more moved by it than on first reading.
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Reader #10

Initial Comment

The first part of the time has an intense impact upon me with

the grotesque encounter with the rat.Yet the rat provides a

means for the speaker to objectify and view ironically the

violence of human civilization.The rat's openness to both German
and Allie makes it oddly more civilized, more cosmopolitan.| am
more puzzled by the more family image of the poppy.l am not sure
how to take the final lines. These puzzle me in particular.

Final Comment

The connections of the poem with the metaphysical tradition of
Donne were especially helpful to me in encountering the closing
of the poem more meaningfully.l have not exhausted the
information available in this hypertext setup, but | am

impressed with the critical thinking it encourages, especially

for young critical readers.

Reader #11

Initial Comment

The beginning and end seem well-written the middle less so.The
images are emotive and imaginative.

Final Comment

Having read the poem again after working reading though other
poems in the tutorial | find the poem ‘writen’, that is the poet

as said "I will write a poem on this theme in this style" other

poem including ones from the same poet seem to have flowed.The
tutorial layout and content was very good but | found that the
actual poem one was studying was lost and the tutorial become
one about the First World War and its poets in general.

Reader #12

Initial Comment

The poem is very interesting in the impression of war that it
gives.l am not familiar with the poetry of this time, thus |

have no means of comparison, but the manner in which impressions
are give is intriguing.l want to know more about the poppy and
what it symbolizes, and how all the images fit together.The
images in the poem are virbrant, and strong.l find it strange to
try and read what is on the computer screen.l want to hold the
poem in my hand, in order to read it. This whole experience |
find interesting, and would be interested in knowing theresults
of this study.

Final Comment

My impression of the poem have changed, now that | have gained a
context for it.I can understand more fully what image were being
captured in this poem.In this day of smart bombs, and enemies

that we can not see, the idea of trench warfare is far removed

from my mind.The ability to get more information, and in so many
different topics was wonderful, it made the poem come alive for
me.l was able to gain a better understand what was being said,

and compare it to other writing of the time. What an interesting
experience this has been.
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6.2 Evaluating the Site and Media Attention

In addition to the actual comments on the poem (some of which contained notes on how
appropriate the Web was for teaching) there were also other postings (via e-mail messages)
which provided evaluation. Alan Liu, the editor of the literary site 'Voice of the Shuttle'
described it as 'innovative' in its design. Some institutions noted that they would be using it in
their teaching (e.g. Royal Holloway and Bedford New College; University of Alabama; Piam
County Community College; and the Houston College of Continuing Education).

In addition, the site was mentioned in the on-line section of The Guardian (21/9/95), the
Interface section of The Times (27/9/95), and the magazine The Web (November/December,
1995). It was noted that soon after these appeared (particularly with refernce to the
newspapers), accesses to the site increased by 50% for the subsequent week.

The site is still on-line and can be accessed be anyone with a World-Wide Web browser. It is
used as a role model by the CTI Centre for Textual Studies on their visits to Higher Education
Institutions within the UK to illustrate how academics could mount their own on-line teaching
resources.
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V. Summary

1. A Retrospective Look

This project has been running now for three years, transforming itself from a simple series of
HyperCard stacks with the original Rosenberg 1.0 to a popular World-Wide Web site. The
experience has been educational in a number of areas, leading to the following observations:

1) The demand for computer-based pedagogic material of use in Higher Education is greater
than ever. This, it could be argued, is a result of several influential factors: need to
supplement the decline in staff/student ratios; growing computer literacy amongst staff and
students; awareness of the potential of IT; and the climate of support for IT in the UK with
such initiatives as SIMA, the CTI Centres, ITTI, and TLTP.

2) The model of the Rosenberg material, whereby students were directly asked to analyse a
concept whilst at the same time participating in a hypermedia environment, worked well.
Students, like seminars or tutorials, need a structure to work to.

3) The advantages of using the World-Wide Web over traditional multimedia authoring
packages are already substantial

2. The Future

It is hoped that development of the concepts outlined in the above report will continue. At the
time of writing a bid has been put into the JISC Technology Applications Programme (J-TAP)
to fund the development of a similar project working with more Rosenberg material, plus the
Wilfred Owen archive at the English Faculty, Oxford. If successful, this will allow us to
develop a facility whereby students and lecturers will be able to draw on an archive of
material to create their own on-line virtual seminars (akin to the Rosenberg Web site), lecture
notes, or hypermedia essays. Even if this bid is unsuccessful, staff at Oxford will continue to
work in this area, paying particular attention to the guidelines which will be forthcoming from
the JISC-funded Arts and Humanities Data Service.
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