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~Umar Ibn Al-Khattab the Second Rightly Guided Caliph
Died (23H)
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Praise be to Allah and may Allah increase the honor and raise
the rank of our Master Muhammad sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam.

Thereafter, Allah ta®ala said in the Qur’an:
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Verse 23 of Surat-ul-Ahzab means: “There are men among the
believers, who were honest in the oath they made to Allah, some
have died and some are still waiting to follow the same path,
and they never changed their oath.”



Dear Muslims, Allah the Exalted has glorified Islam by great men
who sacrificed their lives and money in support of this great
Religion.

Among them was the just imam al-Farug *Umar Ibn al- Khattab
whom Allah guided his heart to Islam. The day he embraced Islam
was a day of joy and triumph for the Muslims because he was a
renowned man of strength, and courage.
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He is Abu Hafs “Umar Ibn al- Khattab, the son of Nufayl, the son
of “Abdul *za, the son of Rabah, the son of Qart, the son of Razah,
the son of ~Udaiyy, the son of Ka’b, the son of Lu’aiyy; the just
Caliph al-Farug. He was one of those who embraced Islam in the

early days of the Call of the Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam,
and he was also one of those ten whom the Prophet told them the

good news that they will be in Paradise.
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AUmar was born thirteen years after the Year of The Elephant. He

was tall, bald, and white in color with extreme redness, with thick
chin hair, light hair on the side of his face, a full moustache, with



intense redness in the whites of his eyes. He was extremely modest,
unattached to this life, full with fear of Allah and far away from
extravagancy. He was very strong and courageous and it was
mentioned in the true Tawrah (Torah) that he was a strong amir.

He embraced Islam at the age of twenty-six after forty men and ten
women did. It was also said that he embraced Islam after forty-five
men and eleven women did.
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The day “"Umar embraced Islam was a day of joy and triumph for
the Muslims because he was a renowned man of strength, and
courage. He embraced Islam after forty men did that, it was in the
sixth year after the Prophet sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam received
revelation when he was twenty six years of age.

The story of how “Umar embraced Islam was mentioned by Ibn al-
Jawziyy in his book named “Sifatus-Safwah”. In it, he says that
Anas Ibn Malik related that one day “Umar was heading out with
his sword when he met a man from Bani Zuhrah (the family of
Zuhrah). This man asked ~Umar: “O “Umar where are you
heading?” “Umar said: “To kill Muhammad.” He said: “How could
you feel so safe from Bani Zuhrah and Bani Hashim if you are to
kill Muhammad ?” “Umar said: “I see that you have left your
traditional religion.” The man answered: “Shall I tell you what is
more wondrous than that? Your sister and her husband have left
their traditional religion too.”



0\5} yﬁ\dﬁyd\;ﬂ\ 3\9}&0\;&@#&“\.’93)}“ O\gjﬁg,\i\sj}o.&\}bﬁ
FLp cgﬁi:d\.&é ) goad g U1 o 3 Jlab g@-t}a) Lol .\ri(..z.\.:.c«
01« pob g Sl 1040 ) JUB Sat Tl 0 pgedd o JUB § (L oL
y@’\.\sof.\.ﬁ;wia;w 1Al U 2 0 e & iy Td SEus 1 & 331 O
G G 08 O) culyl 1 Y s M e IS e ol G I S b g 5

6 el 2 o o B N gy et OF g B ) W) Y OF gl ks
dw d @ d) ) 5> () Tﬁéoi}@;m‘g.’d\ LS \.l.ag}]a&i:dté)
141 4 (£ 50 izl ﬂ.a/j 9/4’.1,.2&/ i Y 4.// ¥ u7’~€u/j/)

A5l JB O3 aet Ll et e 3 85 1By 2B 0yl £ 250
ot ons o) el gl () e ) AL 1 J gy 8483 05T 01 g ) a8
Mo s 1) plea o g em 5T ol

AUmar then went to them, and as he approached their home he
overheard them reciting some verses of the Qur’an. Al-Khubab
—one of the Companions— was at their place at that moment, ~"Umar
knocked on the door and they opened for him. He said to them what
means: “Repeat what you were saying.” they said: “It was some
talk between us.” “Umar then said to his brother-in-law: “Did you
follow Muhammad already?” His brother-in-law replied: “O *Umar
did you search to see if the truth is in other than your religion?”
AUmar jumped on him and beat him severely. When his sister
rushed to defend her husband, he beat her too. She said with a firm
heart relying on Allah: “O “Umar did you search to find out
whether the truth is in other than your religion? | testify that there is
only one God Allah and I testify that Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah”. "Umar became disheartened and stopped beating his
brother-in-law he said: “Give me your book, | want to read it”. He
read Surat Taha till he reached the Ayah which means: “I am Allah
there is no God but Me, so worship Me and perform the prayers”.
AUmar felt a high euphoria towards Islam, he said: “Take me to
Muhammad”. When al-Khubab heard that he said: “Good for you
AUmar, | am hoping that the supplication of the Messenger of Allah



sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam on the night of Thursday was for you,
he said: (O Allah glorify Islam by "Umar Ibn al-Khattab or ~Amru
Ibn Hisham <known as Abu Jahl>).”
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He went to Dar al-Argam in as-Safa, where the Prophet was at that
time. “Umar knocked on the door and approached the Prophet. The
Messenger of Allah sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam, who is the bravest
human grabbed ~*Umar from his shirt and said: “O son of
al-Khattab embrace Islam, O Allah guide him.” ~Umar was
weakened by that and fell to his knees. The Prophet sallallahu
Malayhi wa sallam said: “O "Umar aren’t you going to quit?”(i.e.
isn’t it about time for you to leave blasphemy?)” To that "Umar
uttered the Testification of faith: “Ashhadu alla ilaha illallah, wa
ashhadu anna Muhammadar-Rasulullah” and became a Muslim.
All those who were present at that time cried out: “Allahu akbar” in
such a loud voice that all people who were in Masjid al-Haram
heard them.

He embraced Islam in the sixth year after the Prophet received the
Revelation, it was also said that it was in the fifth year.
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Al-Farug, may Allah raise his rank, was renowned for his justice
and caring for the matters of Muslims before he was given
allegiance as a Caliph and after that, the news about his fairness and
justice cannot be gathered in one book. Among the news about his
caring about the matters of Muslims is that some merchants stayed
once at the Musalla (a place used for prayer); “Umar may Allah
raise his rank said to “Abdur-Rahman lbn *Awf: Would you guard
them from the thieves?

So they spent the night guarding the merchandise, during that night
AUmar heard the crying of an infant boy; so he headed to his
mother and said to her: Fear Allah and treat your son good, then he
went back to his spot. Again he heard the infant boy crying, he
went back to her and said the same thing to her. At the end of the
night he heard him again crying, he said to his mother: How come |
see that your son is not sleeping tonight? She said: O slave of Allah,
| want to wean him; however, he refuses. He said: How come? She
said: Because “Umar gives (money) only for weaning. He said:
How old he is? She said: so and so months. He said: Wow...do not
rush to wean him.

He prayed Fajr (Dawn) and was overwhelmed by crying, when he
made salam he said: What a pity for "Umar, how many Muslim
children did he kill*.

He ordered a caller to sound and say: Do not rush to wean your
infants, for we pay for every new born baby in Islam. He then sent
that message to the countries.



*As a matter of fact he did not kill any Muslim child; however, he
was reflecting on the serious issue of letting children wean while
they are few months old, it was only then when this incident
happened that this matter was brought to his attention. So he
ordered money to be paid for every new born baby in Islam.
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Among the news about his sympathy and compassion is that one
day during the days of ar-Ramadah, which was a year when
there was lots of drought, an off-spring of a camel was
slaughtered and they distributed it to people to eat it. They took
the best part of it to “Umar without him knowing about that.
When it was presented to him he said: What is this? They said:
O Amir of the Believers, this is from the off-spring of the camel
which we slaughtered today. He said: What a bad ruler | will be
if I would eat the best part of it and give its bones, which are
covered by meat to the people. He then ordered that they bring
him bread and oil, he would then break the bread with his hand
and soak it in the oil to make it like porridge. He then said to his
servant , whose name was Yarfa’: Wow on you Yarfa’, lift this
tray until you reach the family of Bathmagh — in a location in
Madinah — for | have not seen them for three days, and | guess
that they have nothing left, so give it to them.
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Abu Nu”“aym mentioned in his book “Hulyat al-Awliya’” that
our Master "Umar, may Allah raise his rank, went out once
when it was dark at night; Talhah saw “Umar entering a house
then entered another house.
In the morning Talhah went to that house and saw there an old
woman, who is blind and crippled. He said to her: Why does
that man come to you? She said: He’s been taking care of me for
this long; he brings me what is good for me and takes away
what is harmful for me. Talhah then said what means: “May
your mother cry for you as the one who lost her own son cries
for losing him, are you are looking for the faults of AUmar?”
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The news about his detachment from the worldly interests are
many, among that is what was mentioned Ibn al Jawziyy in his
book named “Sifatus-Safwah”, he mentioned that ~Umar once

delivered a speech wearing attire with twelve patches, Anas
said: Three of those patches were between his shoulders.
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As for his performing of the Acts of Worship, he used to
perform them a lot for the sake of Allah ta”ala. His fear of Allah

was great, “Abdullah, the son of "Umar may Allah raise his
rank said: "Umar Ibn al- Khattab used to say: If a kid (young



goat) would die beside Euphrates, | will have fear that Allah
would question *"Umar for that.

Ibn "Umar also said: "Umar did not die until he used to fast
continuously i.e. consecutively.

Sa”id Ibn al-Musayyib said: "Umar may Allah raise used to love
to pray in the last third of the night.
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Among his good traits is that he was the first one who ordered
the writing of history (Chronology) based on the Hijri months,

so the the Islamic Calendar begins from the time of Hijrah
(Migration) of the Prophet.

AUmar was also the first one who ordered that people be
gathered to perform Tarawih Prayer in congregation, up till then
the Muslims used to pray it individually. He was also the first
one to make rounds at night to guard people and to uncover the
suspicious ones and activities.

He was the first to carry the staff and to discipline with it, the
first one to write records, and the first one to be called The Amir
of The Believers (Amir al-Mu’minin)- a term used to refer to the
Caliph.
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Our Master ~Umar truly fulfilled the obligation of Jihad,
mobilized the armies, opened the countries, led Islam and
Muslims to triumph, humiliated blasphemy and removed the
Jews from Hijaz. He also removed the Jews and the Christians
of Najran from the Arabian Peninsula. The openings were plenty
during his caliphate, he rebuilt the Mosque of the Messenger of
Allah sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam and al-Masjid al-Agsa.

In 17 AH he headed for Makkah to perform ~Umrah, he stayed
there for twenty days during that time he extended al-Masjid
al-Haram. He married Umm Kulthum the daughter of *Aliyy
Ibn Abi Talib may Allah raise his rank in the same year too.

In 18 AH a severe drought took place, that year was called the
Ramadah year, “Umar performed a prayer asking Allah to let it
rain. After the prayer he made a speech and supplicated Allah
for rain by the virtue of al-*Abbas, the Prophet’s uncle. He knelt
down weeping and supplicating to Allah until Allah granted
them their need and by Allah’s Will the rain fell.
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AUmar was given allegiance by a decree from Abu Bakr
as-Siddig, may Allah raise their ranks. He was given allegiance
during the life of Abu Bakr. He carried the responsibilities of the



caliphate with truthfulness, justice, good management and sound
politics. Nothing ever scared him from obeying and applying the
orders of Allah.

AUmar arranged armies to do jihad for the sake of Allah. He also
relieved Khalid Ibn al- Walid from the position of amir of the
armies in ash-Sham and gave the leadership to Abu “Ubaydah.
AUmar did that out of being merciful to the Muslim armies,
since Khalid was fierce in his attacks and maneuvers.
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Many countries were opened during his Caliphate may Allah
raise his rank, among them was the opening of Damascus. After
the Muslims won the battle of Yarmuk they headed to
Damascus, laying siege to it for seventy nights from its four
sides. One night Khalid Ibn al- Walid took advantage of the
inattentive fence guards; he climbed it with his men and killed
the guards. Then he entered the city and opened the gates. The
troops entered whilst yelling: “Allahu akbar”, to which the
people of the city became alarmed. They asked their leaders to
surrender to the Muslim army who later entered the city without
resistance.
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After that Abu “Ubaydah headed to Jordan where he gathered
the armies and went to Jerusalem, he sent a letter to its
Patriarchs asking them to come to him; they refused. He placed
them under siege, when they felt the hardship of the siege they
offered peace with him. Abu “Ubaydah agreed. They requested
that he calls upon the Caliph (*Umar) to come to them and give
them his word of peace. He wrote to "Umar who in turn
gathered the head Companions for consultation. They passed a
unanimous vote in favor of ~Umar going to Jerusalem. ~"Umar
left Madinah appointing “Aliyy Ibn Abi Talib in charge in his
absence.

He entered Jerusalem through al-Jabiyah. Artbun, the
commander of the Romans fled to Egypt. A peace agreement
was then reached between the Amir of the Believers (Master
AUmar) and the leaders of the Holy House (Baytul-Magdis). The
agreement was subject to conditions in favor of the Muslims and
included the administration of Jizyah. Jizyah is a prescribed
payment made by the non-Muslims to the Muslim state.)
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After opening Jerusalem, “Amru Ibn al- ~As asked the Amir of
the believers “Umar lbn al- Khattab for permission to open



Egypt. “Umar agreed and sent to him az-Zubayr Ibn al- ~Awam.
They marched into the countryside where the battle erupted. The
non-believers were severely defeated. They had no option but to
agree to peace and pay the Jizyah. The Muslims conquered
Egypt, after which ~Amru lbn al- “As headed to Alexandria and
overtook it as well.
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Many hadiths were stated about the merits and good traits of "Umar
may Allah raise his rank, The Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam
indicated in some of them his sincerity, solidness, and strength in
defending Islam and the Muslim nation and in spreading justice
among Muslims. Among that is what was mentioned by
al-Bukhariyy and Muslim that the Prophet sallallahu *alayhi wa

sallam said to “Umar: “I swear by Allah that if the devil would see
you taking a route, he will take another route.”

He also gave him the title of al-Faruq because he used to
differentiate between truth and falsehood.

The Prophet sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam said about *Umar:
“The truth is spoken by the tongue and heart of "Umar.”
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At-Tirmidhiyy, lbnu Majah, and al-Hakim narrated that the
Messenger of Allah sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam said: “The most
steadfast and firm person amongst my nation, in performing the
obligations, is *Umar.”
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Among these hadiths is what was narrated by al-Bukhariyy,
Muslim, and at-Tirmidhiyy that the Messenger of Allah said:
“While | was sleeping, | was brought a drinking-cup filled with
milk, so | drank from it until | was quenched, then | gave what was

left in it to "Umar.” They said: “What did you interpret that O
Messenger of Allah?” He said: “Knowledge.”
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Master "Umar was known for his many words of wisdom and
morals. Among them was his saying: “Judge your deeds before
they are judged and weigh your deeds before they are weighed.
It is easier upon you to judge yourself today for The Day of
Judgment and to weigh your deeds today in preparation for that
day.” In these words is an urge for us to monitor our deeds

closely and to deny our self the indulging of desire in order to
protect our self from the harm of this life and in the hereafter.
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Ibnul-Jawziyy mentioned in his book, which is called “Managib
AUmar”, that al-Ahnaf the son of Qays said what means: *Umar
Ibn al- Khattab told me: “O Ahnaf, he who laughs a lot will be
less respected, and he who is always joyous will be underrated
and he who has a habit in something will be identified by it, and
he who talks a lot will make many mistakes and he who makes
many mistakes loses his shyness and he who is less shy is less
cautious of his deeds and he who is less cautious in his deeds,
has a dead heart (i.e. dead conscience).”

This is a credible directive from our Master “"Umar for the one
who seeks to be dignified and mature. Hence, the advice is not
to exceed in laughter without reason and not to exceed in joking
so that one does not lose the degree of dignity and respect
people hold for him. This in turn will lessen his beneficial
influence upon people and their acceptance to his advice and
guidance. Consequently, there is no virtue to be talkative in
what has no significance or benefit. For this reason it is
preferred for the wise and mindful to monitor themselves in
what they say and do.
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In “Manaqib *Umar” for Ibn al- Jawziyy it is mentioned that
AUmar said: “Do not interpret badly a word that a Muslim said
if you can find a good interpretation to it.”

The one from whom we observe goodness we think well of him
and Allah knows what others conceal and hide in their chests.
As for us, we have been ordered to think well of others.
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Among his valuable words also is his saying, Three things
would make you earn the clear love of your brother: You salute
him (say salam to him) when you see him, make a space for him
when he comes to sit in a session, and call him with the beloved
names to him. This was mentioned by Ibn al- Jawziyy in
“Managib “"Umar” in another narration. Its summary
comprehends the importance of having these three traits in the
Muslim person, which would increase the ties of unity and
integration in the society so that it will built on firm and sound
foundation.
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Among his wonderful wisdoms is his saying which was narrated
by to Al-Ahnaf: Seek the knowledge of the Religion before you
seek leadership status”. This means ask for the knowledge and

seek to be learned in the Religion before you ask to become a
leader and before you are appointed to leadership.
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Let it be known *Umar has said words, which are beneficial in
medicine among that is his saying: “Beware of satiety (the state
of being fed to or beyond capacity) for it results in laziness to
perform prayer and it is harmful for the body. Preserve your
strength for it is good for the body and makes you stronger in
performing worship. The person would not be a loser unless he
favors his desire over his Religion.”

He also said: “Avoid eating meat, for it would make you fond of
it as alcohol makes the one who drinks fond of it.”

AUmar, may Allah raise his rank, hated being addicted to meat
because it is a sign of extravagance and doing what the
non-Arabs do.
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~Umar Ibn al- Khattab may Allah raise his rank died in the
morning of the 27% of Dhil Hijjah in 23 AH.

While he was leading people in the Subh (Dawn) Prayer, one of
the workers of al-Mughyrah, Aba Lu’lu’ah -a Magian (fire
worshipper)- stabbed him with a double-headed dagger loaded
with poison. The wicked blasphemer stabbed our Master “Umar



three times and one of them was under his belly button. He then
ran away stabbing everybody in his path. When that blasphemer
realized no escape, he stabbed himself and died.
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Before his last moment, Al-Farug, may Allah raise his rank,
asked his son “Abdullah to calculate his due debt and to pay

it off to its owners then he said to his son: “Go to “A’ishah and
say to her: "Umar lbn al- Khattab asks for your permission to
be buried alongside his Companions.” “Abdullah asked her and
AA’ishah replied: “I was keeping this burial for myself but today
| shall favor him (“Umar) over myself.” Hence, "Umar was
buried in the Honored Hujrah (chamber) beside the Prophet
sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam and Abu Bakr as-Siddig may Allah
raise his rank.
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The commendable acts and traits of Master “Umar were numerous,
warranting the writing of many scholars who authored chapters,
books and volumes in mention of his great virtues and
achievements. Many scholars wrote about "Umar to an extent that
some scholars authored a whole book specifically about his virtues
and deeds. One such scholar was Ibn al- Jawziyy who authored a
bulky book compiling “Umar’s laudable deeds. As-Suyutiyy was



another scholar who authored a book in tribute to "Umar and
named it “Al-Ghurar fi fada’ili *Umar”, many other scholars wrote
about his great virtues and merits too.

\@w&\&,&m\ﬁﬁiuwmwgw\aﬁwo\sw
Gyl g2 (2B @ el y ¥ oS 5 Jisy o plul ad O el il
B2 ol slly (oY da g B § %Y O sl JBUIy 3 o G sl
.48 é;w Y b
The era of Master ~Umar was a golden one; at which time
Muslims enjoyed days of justice, goodness and triumph. In short
AUmar was a great leader who furthered the prosperous

existence of Muslims carried by his predecessor our Master Abu
Bakr as-Siddig may Allah raise his rank.



