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How We All Felt

Sprinting Past My Life
as a Boy Toward the End Zone

have kept my father’s film of that game, and have watched that
97 yard dash up the sidelines a hundred times; and will watch
it a hundred times again before I die. I watch the boy I once was
and marvel at his speed as I observe his progress in the grainy,

surreal image of the film and run my hand through thinning hair.

I try to recapture that moment when I ran toward the end zone
entering into my own territory, now pursued vainly by frantic boys
in blue jerseys. The crowd took possession of me at the fifty yard
line. I felt it in my legs, that dreaming hum of human voices urg-
ing me towards speed, toward the highest threshold of those ec-
static running days. I ran as a Collenton boy who had brought
his town to its feet. And there’s nothing happier on earth than a
running boy. Nothing so innocent or untouched.

I was gifted and young, untouchable as I sprinted down the side-
lines followed by a referee I left in the dust. Swift and dazzling
through the light I ran, past the eyes of my screaming father who
followed my progress through a glass aperture. Past my twin sis-
ter, leaping and twisting on the sidelines, cherishing the moment
because she cherished me. Past my mother ... at this moment,
mythic and elegiac, she was the mother of Tom Wingo and had
given the world those legs and that speed as a gift. And I crossed
the forty and in the next second the thirties, sprinting past my life
as a boy toward the end zone.

~Pat Conroy, The Prince of Tides




Dedication

—~~ "To my mother, Charlotte Ross Mathews Hopewell (WWHS Class of 1930) who lov-
ingly, with a mother’s eye to the future, clipped and saved the newspaper articles; and to
Carolyn Jean Lawrence who assembled the scrapbook with care.

—~~ "To our coaches, the late Steve Chipok, Walter Galliford, Pete Mills and especially the
late Pete Sachon. He always made me feel like I could do anything.

—~~ To sportswriters John Crittenden of the Portsmouth Star, Bill Leffler of the Norfolk
Ledger Dispatch and the late Abe Goldblatt of the Norfolk Virginian Pilot — proud of a
local team, who collectively probably got more ink for stories on the 1954 Wilson foot-

ball team than any Tidewater high school team, before or since.

—~~ "To my heroes, Cully Dalton, Bobby Bunting and Carter Wiggins, ends and members
of Wilson’s 1951 football team, for being such fine examples.

—~ To Renny Underwood, who shared the beginnings of my football journey.

—~~ To Joyce Frances Penland, my most important fan in 1953.

—~ To Mary Lou Sweat, a special fan.

—~~ To Jessie Mae Bumgardner, my favorite cheerleader.

—~~ To our quarterback, Billy Skeeter, whose passing skill made me look better than I was.
—~ To David Ames who threw me my first pass reception in the Petersburg game.

—~~ Finally, and mostly, to my teammates who made it all possible.

{vi}
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Preface

was born and raised in Portsmouth, Virginia, grew up in the Waterview neighbor-

hood and attended Churchland, Westhaven and John Tyler elementary schools. In 1950
I began the eight grade at Woodrow Wilson High School and graduated in 1955. I played
tfootball and was a member of our state championship team my senior year.

Thirty-four years later, in the fall of 1989, I obtained a videotape of Wilson’s 1954 foot-
ball games. It was quite an experience at fifty one seeing myself on the screen thirty five
years earlier when I was sixteen. I dug out my old scrapbook and reread the clippings about
those glory days and then put it away.

By 2003, the scrapbook was beginning to show signs of age, and so was I. I decided
that I would try to preserve these memories for my children and grandchildren before I
or the newsprint fell to pieces.

This memoir was not written for the general reader, but as a personal record and story
for my family. It was only late in its preparation that it was suggested a wider audience
might be interested in the clippings. Therefore, I trust non-family readers will understand
the emphasis on myself that naturally occurs.

Although not strictly having to do with football, I have included scrapbook items from
my senior year at Wilson. I think they will be of interest to many of my classmates.

Preparing this book was a delightful trip down memory lane. I reestablished connec-
tions with many teammates and friends, some whom I had not seen since high school.

I hope my family and friends get an idea of the extraordinary excitement and sense
of achievement that my teammates and I felt being members of a state championship team.
I hope my teammates will, if only for a moment, recapture those precious days when we
sprinted past our lives as boys toward the end zone.

~ Lynn Hopewell (30)

{ viii }
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Preparation and Anticipation

The Early Years

When I was a kid in Portsmouth, I played pick-
up football and baseball every year I could swing
a bat or hold the football. Many of the Water-
view neighborhood boys, including Darrell Rice,
Ronnie Snowden, Buddy McNeil, Rudy Mans-
field, Bob Ainsworth and Renny Underwood,
played in the park at the corner of Grayson and
Russell Streets. I lived at 214 Rockbridge Road,
only a block away. We played until dark when I
was usually called home by my father’s whistle.

It was in the seventh grade in Mrs. Smiths’
class at John Tyler Elementary School, that I first
played on an organized team. In the spring of
1950, when I was twelve, our school baseball team
played in Portsmouth’s “Midget League.” All our
games were on the field behind Sixth Avenue El-
ementary School.

I made the All-City team that year as a left-
fielder. I still have the newspaper clipping. It was
only many years afterwards that I read the clip-
ping and recognized another name on that honor
team—David Ames. Little did we know then
that four years later, we would both be on not one
but, five honor teams.

There was no junior high school in 1950, so
I started my eighth grade school year at Woodrow
Wilson High School on High Street. I felt so
grown up. We changed classes just like the upper
grades, and for all practical purposes, we felt like
we were in high school. Some of my teachers had
also taught my mother twenty years earlier.

Wilson had won the 1947 state football cham-
pionship only three years earlier. In the 1950 sea-
son, Wilson had a fine 8-2-0 record. The school
was on a sports “high.” Cully Dalton, Jessel Curry
and Carter Wiggins, were outstanding sports fig-
ures. Jessel and Cully got jobs that summer at
Camp Kentwood in New Kent County near
West Point, where I had gone when I was six or
seven. At their urging I went to Kentwood that
summer too.

After a summer with my heroes, even though
a lowly freshman, you can bet I was an early show
when football practice started that August of

1951. 1 had decided I wanted to play “end” like
Cully and Carter. My best friend, Renny Un-

derwood, and I would ride our bicycles from Wa-
terview to Buck Childs Field, next to
Portsmouth Stadium (later Frank D. Lawrence
Stadium, named after my two older sons’ great-
grandfather.)

In the sweltering August heat we exercised
and practiced. Why two freshmen thought they
could play high school football is anyone’s guess.
I was a scrawny thirteen and Renny was fourteen.
We just knew that we wanted to experience that
wonderful feeling of participation and the high
spirits that infused student life at Wilson.

Wilson had about 1,200 students, and was,
with Cradock, and Norcom, one of three high
schools in Portsmouth. Many students’ parents
had also gone to school there. Almost everyone
went to the school’s football games. It was “ex-
pected” just as much as you were expected to at-
tend classes. Not only did students attend the
games, but so did their parents. If fact, it seemed
like the whole town came—the stands were usu-
ally full.

I remember the excitement as we looked at
the “cut” list posted weekly in the gym before the
season started. This list let you know who was
dropped from the team. Tactfully, the list showed
only the remaining players. I made the Junior
Varsity team.

I cannot remember playing a single JV game
that year, but, it didn’t really matter. I was “on the
football team.” I went to all the practices. The JV
did not “dress” for the varsity games, but we were
in the stands with the crowd. I think I went to
every home game for the next two years. 1951,
my freshman year, was an exciting year. Wilson
had another great season with a 8-1-0 record, los-
ing only to Hopewell, 20-13, before a very large
crowd of 18,000.

The next year, the 1952 season, Wilson had

J. V. Record 1952 Season (1953 President)

Oct. 16 Wilson 7 Maury 0

Oct. 23 Wilson 19 Newport News 14
October 30 Wilson 6 Gramby 6

Nov 6 Wilson 6 So. Norfolk 18
Nov. 13 Wilson 7 Maury 12

Nov. 20 Wilson 20 Scotts Creek 7



PREPARATION AND ANTICIPATION
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Woodrow Wilson High School 1952 Junior Varsity Squad
First Row: Dennis Gay, Harold Prince, Charlie Bartlett, Arthur Browning, Jimmy Seeds, Ralph Antonnucci, Billy Denmark, Frank
Bullock, Ted Schramn. Second Row: Earl Carter, Billy Skeeter, Lynn Hopewell, Joe Pond, Judson Moore, Danny Horne, Copeland,
Mitchell, Billy Rakestraw, Tommy Bailey, Pete Walsh. Third Row: Billy Smith, Lonnie Branscome, Jimmy Parks, Frank Wickers,
Mike Wright, Carl Opauski, Dennis McMurran, Billy Bond. Fourth Row: Bob Pratt, Norman Meyers, Clarence Bowles, Jay Lippman,
Hunter Ray McKinney, Billy Harold, “Bubba” Powell. Photo: 1953 President.
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PREPARATION AND ANTICIPATION

a 6-3-1 record. At 14, I was still on the JV squad.
From the photograph, you can see that the JV

team produced many players for next year’s var-

sity team. The JV had a 3-2-1 record.

The 1953 Season

In August of 1953, for the third year, I reported
for practice, now 15 years old and a rising junior.
I was again, not unexpectedly, assigned to the JV
team for scrimmaging. Early on we had a practice
game with another school’s team. I made five or
six tackles in the first few dozen plays of the game,
and more afterwards. In two years, the scrawny 13
year old had added pounds and height. My body
had finally caught up with my ambitions.

After that game, Walter Galliford, who
coached both the ends and the JV squad, came up
to me, and in his well-known laconic style, said to
me, “Well, Hopewell, when did you finally learn
to play football?” It was the closest he ever came
to giving me a direct compliment, (but he was a
master of the indirect compliment.)

From then on, I scrimmaged with the varsity
squad. Previously our head coach had been Woody
Grey. But, we had a new coach that year, 34-year-
old Pete Sachon. A week before the first game,
Coach Sachon came up to me during a practice

&
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Lynn Hopewell, 1953 Team

and said, “Hopewell, I'm going to start you at de-
tensive left end next week for the South Norfolk
game.” I was one thrilled fifteen year old.

I played first-string defense in every game that
year. Tommy Joe Haythe played left tackle next to
me. He never said two words to me during a game.

We had an OK season, 6-4-0, but I learned a lot
about playing football.

{3}



PREPARATION AND ANTICIPATION

Woodrow Wilson High School 1953 Team
First Row: Billy Denmark, Frank Wickers, Billy Skeeter, Billy Mathews, Arthur Browning, Joe Pond, Jimmy Parks, Lynn Hopewell.
Second Row: Tommy Joe Haythe, Billy Knowles, Pat Riley, Harry “Hook” Archer, Co-captain Sonny Terry, Wayne Byers, Worley Smith,
Co-captain Pat Carpenito, David Ames, Don Rickets, Joe White. Third Row: Tommy Bailey, Sonny Gay, Jimmy Seed, Jimmy Hughs,
Ralph Antonucci, Norman “Cash Money” Myers, Jay Lipman, Earl Carter, Billy “Sparrow” Harrell, Alvin Harris. Eddie Phelps. Fourth
Row: Bill Rakestraw, Ted “Bootsie” Hartung, Judson Moore, Mike Wright, Teddy Gartman, Bobby “Feet” Severn, John “Butch”
Kilpatrick, Hunter Ray McKinney, Bubba Powell, Carl Opauski. Photo: 1954 President.
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The 1954 Team

When the 1954 season started, I expected to start
at defensive end again, and I did. We had only
eleven lettermen returning that season. Four ends
played the most. In addition to myself, Worley
Smith, the only returning letterman end besides
myself, played first-string right end. Fred Turn-
er, was new to the team and started as offensive
left end. Joe Pond, the fastest of us all, was not a
starter, but would make his mark in the most spec-
tacular pass play I had ever seen.

We practiced hard and had good team spirits
and high morale. We looked forward to the sea-

son with great enthusiasm. But none of us sus-
pected the extraordinary events that were to un-
fold.

Here is our formal team photograph. After the
season, a huge copy was framed and hung in the
gym. It stayed there until the school was demol-
ished in the 1990s and was slated to be thrown
away. Rescued by teammate and Portsmouth City
Treasurer, Jimmy Williams, it now hangs in Roger
Brown’s Sports Bar and Restaurant on High Street
in downtown Portsmouth.

WILSON ROSTER
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THE 1954 TEAM

Woodrow Wilson High School 1954 Group I Virginia State Champions.

First Row: Manager Neil Markert, Lynn Hopewell, Charlie Sears, Billy Denmark, Arthur Browning, Billy Skeeter, Co-captain Joe White,
Co-captain Worley Smith, David Ames, Carl Opauski, Bobby Stevens, Frank Wickers, Fred Turner, Manager Bill Jump. Second Row:
Manager Billy Ayers, Billy Bond, Ted Schramm, Joe Pond, Dennis McMurran, Randolph Dixon, Collins Faison, Earl Sweet, Hunter Ray
McKenny, Bootsie Hartung, Ernie Houghton, Jimmy Williams, Ralph Antonucci, Shelby West, Manager Rudd Jensen. Third Row:
Robert Perkins, Frank Bullock, Leon Elsarelli, Jerry Kenney, George Parrish, Robert Young, Billy Duke, Jack Beale, Mike Wright, Eddie
Leche, Carl Redden, Tim Kenney, Principal Robert L. Sweeney. Back row: Manager Tommy Harrington, Assistant Coach Walter
Galliford, Assistant Coach Pete Mills, Meredith Rawls, Charlie Bond, Bob Pratt, Bill Jarrett, Tommy Perry, Assistant Coach Steve
Chipok, Head Coach Pete Sachon, Manager Charlie Ricks.
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THE 1954 TEAM

BUEFTSIE MARTUNEG, Conter E} LECHE, (hiarierlsark TOM FERRY, Tackls

FRED TL KNER. Enal ROBERT FHATT, Cenjer RANDOGLPH DRSO, Eml

ULLY BOsED, Gl TEILLY THVKE. Gaard COLLINS FATSON, Fnd
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THE 1954 TEAM

JOE MOND, End ERNIE HOUGHTON, Falllack Hirl STEVESS, Tarkle

1L JARRETT, Tarkls

Lynn Hopewell, End
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THE 1954 TEAM

LETTERMEN

GERGE ANTONUGEL Halllack LYNN HOFEWELL, End DAYVID AMES. Haolfboek

LETTERMEN

LETTERMEN

EILLY DENMARK. Guard HILLY SKEETER, Qunrierhack AHRTHUHRE BROWNING, Center
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THE 1954 TEAM

LETTERMEN

WORLEY SMITH, End (Co-Captuin} JOE WHITE, Tuckls {Co-Captain)

CARL OPAUSKI FRANE WICKERS HUNTER McKENNEY
Guard Fullback Tackle

BILL DENMARK HILLY SKEETER ARTHUR BROWNING
Gaoard juarterback Cenier

RALPH ANTONUCC LYNN I;E:EWELB DAYID AMES

Halfback Hnlfback
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THE 1954 TEAM

MEREIDMTH HAWLS, Goard EARL SWEET, Tockle MIKE WHIGHT. Gused

TIM KENNEY., Fulllack JERRY KRENNEY, Tarkhe
{19}

FiANE BLLLOCEKR, Quarierharck JIM WILLIANS, Follleark TED SUHHAMM. Quarterback

{11}



THE 1954 TEAM

COACHES CO-CAPTAINS
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CHEERLEADERS 1954-1955

Feani—Sappentleld, Coleman, Warren, Edwards, Turner.
Back—Rowe, Bowden, Qlson, Cross, Keel.
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The Season Begins

As the 1954 season approached, as usual, we start-
ed practicing in August before school opened. I
got my photograph in the newspaper for the first
time that year, when one day at practice, they did
a “trick” photo of Coach Sachon, Worley Smith
and myself. As a letterman and with a season of
first-string varsity experience, I was looking for-
ward to my final year playing football.

I followed a ritual for each home game. Fred
Turner, who had a car, would pick me up at my
home in Waterview and we would drive to The
Circle, the family restaurant owned by my father,
uncle and grandfather. (One of my first summer
jobs was there as a busboy.) Fred and I would rit-

- i

!'l'lJr gkpeter, Mrsl-Tine nl:n:r-r-r'nurl-l. retaFaliog Trim Wiksmii's 1959 rteam, barks a grodp of linemen thraugh nn oproing-cy pracijos drill st iBuck
Cliilds Held yesterday —(Stall Phota by Mike Wikllamsal.

ually eat a steak dinner. Then we would proceed to
the Wilson gymnasium where we dressed for the
game. After putting on our uniforms, we went to
Portsmouth Stadium (right behind the gym) for
forty five minutes or so of warm up exercises. We
would then return to the gym for last minute con-
ferences with the coaches.

At the appointed hour we would go to the sta-
dium and make our grand entrance. We would trot
in a long line to the benches, passing through the
goalposts and a gauntlet of our cheering and pom-
pom waving cheerleaders. The crowd stood and

applauded.

dpening Pay Drills for Wilson's Foostball Candidates

Bt
- R

I: .
BT

= e —

il o —

o

Opening Day Drills for Wilson’s Football Candidates
Left to right: Worley Smith, Joe White, Billy Denmark, Arthur Browning, Billy Skeeter, Carl Opauski, Tommy Perry, Lynn Hopewell
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Wilson Begins
Dummy Drills
For Opener
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Mills" Repari

Mils' report on Bouth Narfolk's
Dscar Bmith High:

omie of the bést Soailh Mavlfolk
tepms the backbcld copch has
seen Inm flée years tm Tidewaler.

Betier Lhan last sear’s Bwmiih
Norfolk lemm.

Then Mills began to gualily.

Boulh Noerfolk looked thal good

Mills and Sachon iH-
g on Souils Morfolk's of-
femse, Wison's backs went
thiooph = jengiby skull sesxion
yesterday, with particulnr em-

on the parts JKely o be

:
3
:

bad newr yesterday on the dnjusy | “usual outstandipg  wark™ in
fronl. Bobby EBler, &  second- NE e -sauad

string halfback wise wea rebled on| maze, Charles Sedis a 1&a-

to wmive Wilons backfield some| junior  ba alsy cvidoed
atfansive depth. wm fnvorahls comment from the hesd
an nppendectamy, iy ad-|ecosch  for his rﬂ:l'lh:::lﬂllim work
WH‘WM Saturday. Sean’ blotking nlso
ﬁmm nmmmy-rmnﬁ_ L

THE 1954 TEAM

Anviomeccl Alling
Clarcnee Bowles 5 210-poumd
srnior tackle. ja =t ander medi=
ral care, and will misa the opener.
if not the [imi ithree weeks of
L SCRSOI,

Balph Antonueel. a 145-paund
(halfback who s plaving on the
squac [or the thivd season, is
nurelng &n ankle lojury, and wil
sep limited nctlon in the sepson’s
opener, Denila MeMuiran, & L§5-
pound hunior, is pelng groomed
in fill m for Aotomuect on of-
fense i nocessary, and will dell-
nitely get Lhe mod obf defense.

Billy Skeeslers, quarierboack,
and David Ames. halfbacsk,
e definile offensive stariers for
ine Presidents, and senlor Fronk
n:tlru will prebably start
ull.

Bachott pralsed Ames Jov- s
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Eight Wilso

By JOHN CRITTENDEN
ruantity fs o fine thing, admits
Pete Sachon, who has & small
herd af foothall playvers in -
form &t Wilson, bub
betier ihan any mmount of num-
heTs.

Bachan, who will watch "the
Prosidenis opes st Porlamouth
Stadium & wesk from Friday
night, expecis elghl men o do
doubia duty for Wikson.

With opening nlght more Lthan
# week off, Bachon already -

r ks

wilhh the affen-
slve tmphasls op Dayvid Ames, a
170=pognd  senjor halfbeck, will
do double-duty right down ihe
1ine,

v Amea will be st hefi haif on
‘affenae and defense, with Dennls
MeMutran, » surprise  siarter,

likely to gat the nod at cight half.
Bkeeter, who Sachon In-

n Starters

To See Full Time Duty

Bowles, commied oo t0 furmish

gp in the pext week, will play

Iul-ul.r.u has & fot of work coming
affenslve gquarterback amd
The offetstve

otirling

i,

o
15 =till hmey, with Jimmy 1#Ill,llql'u-

Amea 5
aiton, Nriimnd 1l ot
4. o scrimmage &t Warwick

5.8 i}
1 E;

Hhatihy
EEEEEE i




THE 1954 TEAM

High School Football Drills Open

I
Geiting the Details 0wt of the Way Early

- T N

Presidents
Expect 108
In Workout |

Ry JURELN CIOTTESBREN

The Hasiclir of unlifoems and
'qum nf capilidaies taken came
Ll Batyrday and toimorrow, Poris-
mpigily orea football demms  will
begin  work in eariseel Tomsday
iwhen the Virzinia Higl Behionl
-;L.lulll-ﬂ' aall @i Are-RERA0E PTRCs
hipd |k JiLed
| FPrectically all ithe ares scboals
were b0 hodd their first mesting
merrow.,  aitbsough  Wilson gl
Ihe Jump by gethering af L
Blily sclnsl yesterday too oubfil
ihe  capdlisiem, 71 of them. aod
| Iremingadut thse pmall deimiln thas |
lgn Wity the ppenlng of e fool-
il e

Wilsasi—With =& doeen letier-
|m.|-r| retusning, Prie Bechon serigis
|I.|1- ||F£tl':| Ealrly wwll up Drok,

witly nbasmise of hedt 1l L
|ackDekl bhe priocipal early

| weairness
| Arihisr Browning., Himiei Pee
sjeKetney anid Clarenoe  Towla,
|.|.J J00=fasiipad=plms athletes, e
ihe Prealdenlsa Lhe necessary
wedrhl o hold thele own up fnond
| Co-cepiaing  ‘Watley Emiith and
|_||:\||. Wikibe e slsd i the Torwad
wills |
I 1le omcklild, the Pressdenss
huse  thres-pparl man Bl
!ﬂh.lﬂ:.u'_ B&lph Anbimwicel, who s
Jiest Fecovering [ros A tocall pe-
||1|u'|'l.'|I Fred Wickore and Bei
| Buneck, ail letlsrmen, relormink
! e Iast yeur'a beam. with lettims
vheld hilgh
| Thé Presidents deee & foreni-
lakin Barrker eachy o s 08ER
wheni ey mlay the
{Hepwewell Biue Devils a0 their
meoaid game of Lbe 1934 season. —=
Wilsem's coachmy ssalfl s 'r.u'l

# & ' H

Wilaom's Toothall team held e firet meeting vesterday, with about 0 tl.'q‘ﬁﬂ.l.lﬂl iking frotball and trying on

. practice egulpment. Hepe Copch Pete Bachon, second from right, checks co-captain Whoriey Bmilih's helmret B
Lynn Hopewell. lefl. and Ralph Antonwe o look on. (Stoaff Pholo by Mike Willimris)

tmnify the SAmE mE Gl JHUER,
with Peté Sailion i hesd goncis,
Pete - Mifle, Wali Galliford &nd
Bipve Clhipsk as neistanks. The
molp absepice  lpom last pewr s
tam — Charkley ScClurg: ofmaEt
aid line develope; The ﬁ.}’ Is eh
The Presidents hold - anotoes Little The c“
lunifarming sesm ai 186 Mondsy
ienpine, and gEt Em eaily slart
iy e drill Tiold 8t N Tiprsday
Chpfidates. mre vapectod L0 Lol
sB#igL |08 far the npening wOrk-

{o Lk :
—.—'_'_

WOODROW WILSOMN HiGH

“Prodidanta”
FOOTRALL SCHEDULE
“Sepl 17 . . Scowmth Horfolk
Sapd, 24 e Hopawall
O, 1 o+ o+ Morsles
Tt B + Wanhingfen & Lag
™, |- IR N - Hawpert Mg
Qer.32 . . ., ., . . Feterdhung
O 2¥ . ; Maury
“Mloe, § b kg Sk
Pdow,. 13, } Grasby
Mov 19 ., . Roonoke

shoree Gases

FOETSMOUTE [OCA-COLA BOTTLING WoaKs . Peie Bachon, H-Flhr.. Wilsosn football poaeh, posea with m_mpum wﬂﬂl}' Smiih. ISt |,
at

and Lynn Hopewell, The ends mren't thai big, 1t's the camern that does it but t
. 1 they're blg enough. (Staff Phots by Mike Willlams) "
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Lynn Hopewell

(From news photo)

THE 1954 TEAM

Still Serapping For First String Spot

o s

Thiee players are still in contention for the first string fullback pesition at Wilson with
apening game only three days away, Pote Milds, Wilson beckfield conch, lnstrugts the
candidates In pfe-sesson dellls. Left to right. the bockfleld nsplranis ard Frank Wick-
_ers, Ernde Heughton and Ammy Willa ms—{Stall Photo by Mike Willams),

{17}



GAME 5 ~ OCTOBER 16

Wilson 13, Newport News 7

Following “Hurricane Hazel,” the Typhoons of Newport News blew into Portsmouth Stadium
and threw a scare into Wilson’s title hopes. Even though Ames was almost completely bottled up,
he managed to break away for one score. With the score tied at 7-7 and only a minute and a half
remaining, Skeeter through a perfect pass to Joe Pond, who made a sensational, finger-tip catch

for the winning score.

Standouts in this game were Jughead Browning, who was a one-man terror on defense, and
Joe Pond, who pulled the game out of the fire in the closing moments. While this was the poorest
played game of the year by the Presidents, it still turned out to be another step toward the state title.

The 1955 President.

One Can Really Call This D efensive Line Rock-Ribbed

1:....1". }'_1,." Lo

el il it

o' s LR ey

Wilwn's Sefenialye line Nas given Wp only enr score o fomr gemes, Topight this dneug goé sagainst Newport News. Lol to righi, froml, Woeels

Emith, Shslby West, Eurl Bwresl
ani Pred Wiskirs

"~ Beating |
THE DRUMS

‘====== By John Crittenden =====

s ow 1

i

gy iy

(Crvstal Ball Ih-purlmcut

THE POOTBALL BEASON heads Into the [ap furn Ih1$:
reek. when all the local sehools elther réach or pass the |
haliway mark on thelr scheduled, but that doesn't make |

Lhe pieking sany easier, Last week's perfect calls [foir-Tor-
four, to Boost our ssason’s rocord to 16-2) aren’t golog to
help us any Ehis week, But wilh Wilsany and Chiurchiand
rolling right along. our predicting recocd &t least 18 psually
hali righi

WILEON OVER NEWPORT NEWS: Preie Sachon knows
mimdl ‘6l the materinl st Newport News apnd Eonows whal
Ly are eapable of, nnd Bachon end the Presidenia are
preciy confident of & victary. Wilson is in better-than-ususl
phivelead shape. [or aboye last weck's oritlonl stage. Ernle
Hourhton and Jug Browning will be back on defense, amd
taetl means o Lot alchourh 'Wllson plonyed (s best defenslve
game ni the season last week withodl them. Earl Sweed,
gnoiher defensive mninstay, has recovered from o slight
injury sudtained 10 the Arlington game, and should be ready
ty o all the wey for Wilon's onde-seored-on Presidednis,
J|1L1.I!||.:r willlames who hos not been at foll strenglh [oF oy
come this seasnn, will be ready to piay lonight, although not
o wreat deal. All Inoall, Wilson 18 in folr shape delensvely.
i ofiemse, the Presldents hove, as always, Davld Amies
Ralph Antonucci had an off-evening last Friday, but Billy
Skceter pleked that night to play one of hle beiter games
One night all four of Wilson's besl backs are golng o be =21
{op speed, and the Presidents ure going o murder somebody
Kot tonight, though, Wilson b 0 more than 14 polnts
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mier KMaoRenney and Lywn Hopewsdl, AL tne linebacker gpots, B0 B9 right Oallins Falms, Frole Hoaght
jBiaff Phoio by Diek Broccee)

Reserves Keeping Presidents |
Unbeaten, Says Coach Sachon

A beneh fidl of eapahls reserves s beepling the Wiossdrow YWilsan
fikgh Schood footbhall tepm &long Uhd UnbaElen paih, Coach Peta
Cgrhon bl vestendoy, Guaning For ibele FIfLh stcalghl viciars
Friday night sl tse Partemnuih Bladiom agains] MEwport Naw, i
Pracidenis ore ciergnlly beading
Lhe Slul® dafoup 0 Fard

Colling Falarin, fackle Eari|

Hihgr enek teriagh Bweed,  anil  ev-capl, Jes Wb,

1 Tlvtng colirs,” Bachon steted, TESpounil  sepine  beokie, Dy

“The FEoPrEs i DBogh the  llae REueed prosninmmidy im i Fres
gived Twckflel] shiuwlil e eredipest dedls’ il Tor & SteEle iile

i I il | anit skeees work hierdes g s VTaan

o [r ine are encla Liymn Mnpsigiel] sl
Liee Coach Steve Chipak oulls Lo-capt Wartsy Emith. Cipaaski
[T e S iy Al paunid Arowning. They play am lwph ol
tack|n, ai flee Iipgrsl wrirpelss on frhme EME de{eitap GEeelon rates
{hiar fmer wa agniEg (he el

Him Eram

Hiesnite Ble sles, Slelemnss linemen o the Slate
lias ickis] e apeisl (his soREne,” Whilte sk Bweel are muriing
Chipok; a focmer Willkamr sl Dijuries, Tl pElserwbae ilse TPres
Mary  player remarkeil e jm Senbs ®rp i goodd shaps for ehe
Elil® mik #sErge inls the ememy SEWREOrE Npws gEme
k=l apd b iep ihe pasep,)  The Typhmom, §i vetnrs over
witlch ham  Belped  aa  corislil#i. belass ol Lynelhurg, Bsl wank

A ligld Maiiy ln B senPeliss [1E,
THip- &CEsAy mprovement ol Sarfann aremifml e ghme  aidild
elbe West, B0 pogiped  snphie Singied out  Quarterback  Gene

imore tarkbe, alsn drew 1the praae cok, @l oamil - Coerapain

ulf the Wiknon coach siafT, Jlpwmay MoShans, 1TS gaiid, is
“'I'r"' Wis For MNiiies 1% pein]E LEfiRIE '-'3-11|||'\-rl'| [
Whi apens thie liotes for Dyl |'“'"!"|""- .

Ames’ fomg tnechidown Funa® "Newporf News |8 mlwave jough
Mosily iz Bobby Stevens, 206 Tor Us" Sephinh eofineniead, “End

phiumd of[enalve Teft teckls, whp, we AL slferd in f=t ddows

althoiggh & sinior, B pleving Jiie | RETITS iem. They're & mudh
lirel vear of [oathall, e came | Petter teem than  they beve
ot |asi season bat Broke  his BB6WT 8o for”

enllar s befire the DNl game = =
Canter Arthat BEowhlng & LHe

S i strnnp Wllson delenpe,

whign hay vielled hut ong looch

Bown Ihks eamasnn
Enil B Tignee, alan plaving

hia Tl veme b8 w8 ® ernion

crdl JJor Paml. Eniards RBily  Den-

mark amil Car] M=l wiiil




GAME 5 ~ OCTOBER 16 ~ NEWPORT NEWS
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GAME 5 ~ OCTOBER 16 ~ NEWPORT NEWS

Hurricane Hazel came into town Friday so the game was postponed until Saturday afternoon, giv-
ing us our first daylight game. We put charcoal under our eyes to cut the glare. We did not play
very well and made only one first down in the first three quarters. I really thought we were going to
lose the game. But, then, in the last few minutes of the game, Joe Pond made the most perfect

Wilson Find= Going Ruugh_iguinst Newport News

g t S o '_' 4

Worley Smith, Wilson end, is about to bring down Richard Cooke, hard-running Newport News fullback, in third pe-
ril::l :F!ﬂlﬂdlfl Group One thriller at Portamouth Stadium. . . . Cooke picked up five yards before b:slng brought
to the ground, . . . Photos by Barjes { Virginian-Pilot Staff Photographer ) |

(52), Dennis McMurran (147) and Lyon Hopewell, at vight.—(Staff I:!.'!ﬂ'.llil by Jnlll_wml]
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GAME 5 ~ OCTOBER 16 ~ NEWPORT NEWS

catch I have ever seen. He came from right end and was running down field as fast as he could, which
was very fast. Our quarterback, Billy Skeeter threw a long, long pass. Joe, running flat out, caught it
with arms out stretched, just on the tips of his fingers. He bobbled it a little then galloped away from
the defenders and saved our bacon. Teammate Hunter Ray McKinney ever since has called Joe’s catch
“the immaculate reception.”

Offensive Ames Can PPlay Defiense, Too

= w [ T g S :f-i

il

.

David Amea. Wilzon's Mr. Offense, holds on doggedly as Newpoart News” Wayne Sharpe runs arcund the end In the
game At Portsmonth Stadiom yestecday, Lincbacker Fred Wiekees (52) eomes up to help. (5tall Photo by Bruckse)
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Wilson Edges_ﬁewﬁﬁrt News On _Eil_-fﬂl;ﬂ PHEPE‘}’:

Wilson Edges Newport News, 13-7;

Wilson's 13-7 Vietory Over Newpori News Was a Piled-Up Affair
‘ ! s o - .‘
e =3 e - '; i a" ‘ "" !

e L &

AL lett, Bewport News scored 13 touchdown thogugh & hocde of 'Wilan players. Wilson playens (wisice hetmats) loeiude Lynn Hopewell (301, Eride Hemghiton (30, Demnis M2
Morran apd Worley Bmith (looking Info play et righl) and David Ames (30}, Wayne Sharps alriaggles Linaugh 4 mass ol Wilson iscklers (sb caght] with Fred Wickers (| whilie
meimet, beliind rFunier), Ermle Houghton (39), Arthur Browning (charging in)p and Waorley 8mith (eombing ©i at reght) defmsding. (3talf Pholon by’ Lonele Sohnsons

Firsl dewna prsved | fi
Yards scushing .. ... 23 a4
Yards passing vaw i AL L]
Fasses allempled .. 1% 17
Pasars compleied f I 4
Punis | Wl - b ki
Funting average 464 p L ]
Fenaliies LT ] 4%

Fumbles lost TR - | x

Group I Football Standings

Gronm T Oumes All niames
W LT Pl Pa ﬂql:lw L. T Pri Pin O

Wrodiaw  Wikion | Aiod BTE LEON B A 8 LA & [

ml-m- T W & LADR TH W 4 B & LADE I0E W
Thomas Jerfer H:‘.mﬁzﬁiiﬂmﬁ‘-l-
n::.-#ﬂh;u- (Damvilled .1 & & 1808 93 A8 s opn
J#fiinivon A 8 % 1AM 33 8 3 1 8 8 TR an|
E-Fally I R A ELmA & @ | 3 A .88 A% &R
Warwick B 18 T TR O35 31 0 M TIN B
|Geo Waahington (Alxandrial I | & 68T &1 8 3 1 8 M T &
| Granby ; vimenne B L W BT M 42 ¥ R W 506 AE |
| LW ashinginm-Les I 1 & 306 76 M 3 R & A6 TH M|
| Matewell . S A W S JAM 8 F T OB ANG J4A 5T EOR
[ Prierahinrg | 2 E M A0B A S 3 R G ADM KN 44|
| Manry T 11 A0 W & 1 B I .95 M 08
| Neornart  News A 0 R T T (T
| Team T 8 AM 13 IR § R 8 1 4N 1A
| Ramrh  Nartal P YN Jm M MR 3w A Bm M
E O lams LI T e a2 ™ N R3O AmM 5 T
iI‘.FL - a : : A13 !I-.I: l: :. : : ik ]: .l-g
Gantad” (if e gitiie s o
Andnte  Lasb d T On ] :I-'I-‘.‘i'j LINE BULWARK—Hunter McKenney, 230-pound tackle, s a
g T i & u RS i . o i & hard man to move, He was scheduled to start for Wilson this
e iy s 1) M . D eide . 'sin afternsan whan the Presidents entertainad Mewport News at the
| E-Inelipihls for Seats Ge dus to inseffielesy Group 1 pames. , Portsmouth Stadium. [Staff Phote.)
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Skect;ilurls i
To Joe Pond
For Clincher '

_ The Sini el
LT wi
S-III + Wil i pheas r
BT pslyng panisie .-~ 27
¥ s s Eilemgied ... 10
I gt |
e purdage . ¥
g Pumadn lnpssespieil | ... |
: = il e nis T 1‘
1 Thran. PYBEIG  gver Gt
ATh M

Yunls el ik ..
By Abe dinllbiait

'!I'_'hr Ty jlian of N psrs Kewg
fallmwpd  Hurrlenie  Harel il
the Poclamauth Btailum yester-
dny. mrul almoat wierked Wand-
porw. WElsEn's unbeaten  record,
bl fhe Presidents heoke s 77
deaclbock im the fimal foar min-
tites &l pilay on an Eyad pass exe |
eouilen to grab a 17 viclory be
fare A0 screRming fans

The paxvall came when, with
the ball on the Wilsen 10, quar-
tevback Billy Sleetdy failed back
And it a long pusa o Joe
Tand.  The Wilso ekl autrun- |
ning e Typhoun esafely man, |

sl The |mill on the Newport |

; jirggled Lise tall i
P ‘while e war running. |
hiar émee the bafl was iwcked |
sifely wier nis arms bae llp-adl
acroes [ boal Lne orienshel

Filth =truighi

T wae the President's fifth
atraight m'hr,r anil kept them
Afap Lhe Btate Drdap Ome 1ace. s

phargedan Tyvphean ol
played thé PPresidends practieally
sl ol the gl

The Skeeter-Poml  tenchded
pley, was ihe only pass e Presi-
dears mampieted gll doy, Wilenn '
e ofily one first down while
Lhe tarked up nine.

X News' powerful  de-
Tanes peil Dhavid Ames, the
wu‘ breaksway star, cold
u the shifty hnlfback fetisned
;Emf,'m yards for a fouchdawn

idway the third guarter to put|

LT
ﬂuﬁ mu and gt
froghit §n ihe seorelnss Tive Balf,)

Jmed, Wwho falled fo galn a vard)
In mine tries In the firsg lealf,
finally found hiz opening in e
third nuarcter,

:I.E-n fanew [ Vards
Pl Clark peinted  Trem m-!

Kewport News 200 hmes cavight)
the Ball cim fie 47 and juegied il
muamentacilv. = eut tn bls right
nnid behing beiiang hlocking sgpod
Wl vmrds 1o pay oliF.  Oharil
Brare,  halfeeck. threw' @ ke
Ticeck i pismbie Ames tngn all the|
W, Ames  kickml fne extra

Mt ilse Tephioon, plasimg per-
Kapa tie fine=t game nf Che sen-j
haiiny prven up yel, | The
il sleven o Rbormed 6D
warald fiar Ulie equialbper with Gens
ek going neep [rain the ml'l;
o fourth dnwn In the earcly min-
ks of the fourtl goarier.
2 CTavler placelicked the
t¥inE L
- With four miiiles refmalnliE
prumbed  to the Wilsen 38,
Temalty. that e ciien bedk
1 1
e
dAnwn, Bkeeter pansed
4 Pond the most =pnzational
mlﬂ the gams (0 kesp thao|
path.

92318

deits  alonig (he  anheatsn

Wewport News was gHl) Thrests
eitng. when the final gun
Epundml  [eEnnis Mo inter-
‘eanted & Tapw foieth 4 s

Todd on the Wilson 3 as
game enclod,

Aratistiendiy, 11 was all Newport
News, The visltars had ile Fdﬂ:
In Avery department Tt laae
dawne snd punting  Ames aves
agerl L rards an faur punis,

Wisan fallad fo affer g seriny
Thirnkl mﬁu ihe Tvphoehs 1n
the first half. whdle Ne e
lip&( W'lu':--mdﬁm:u-hl
naly i s fiimliles apall its

Desperation
Pass Gains

Fifih Victory

Ay JOIN CRITTENDEN
Wilson's undeleated Presidents,
for three poriods punchicsa in ihe
abr apd even dlower on Use groisod,

mished their winnlng streak w0
five vesterday when Billy Bkester
hit Joe Poid on &0 Bl-yard pass
play with thres minuies, 33 sec-
nods remalning for n 13-to=T wic-
tory over Mewport News.

Held to 27 vards rushiog by &
fast-charging Mewpori Ness line,
and wilth only Give [l down fo
show [of more Lhan three L
hall guarters of offensive ;
Blseler kapt Wilson's chomplon-
ship hopes aitve by compleling his
Tiret pass of the aflermoon (e
hed attempted 100 o meserve
Pond, who slipped beblnd the Ty-
phoon safewy man, juisled the ball
on Lt 40 and sped 69 yards uo-
touched for the clincher.

David Asmes, Wilson's  wonder
boy. was stopped complelely ruE-
e LT

oOns, ane
called H aives, bt semmpeted

51 ¥ards bone-crushing

blecking o give YWison a share-
Tived 7-0 lead In the third quarier,
Faiirili- Bown Try Zhorl
MWewpord Mews thed Lhe game @p
mildway the [manl peried, driving
il vards for {he touchdlown, Qs
k& Hownrd Todd pereed Wil-
son's  mecondary with  posses [
Gepe Medrick and Carl Phillips s
give the Typhoon & fret down no
:h;dw pJ.H'Fl Imter, after n EGiff
W - N ¥ "
bt futile, Wilson goal-line sEnd,
Hedylek, ronning (om . quarter-

pack, skeaked over from Phe ofe-
vard boe. Edide Taylor converted
to kg ithe scoee, |

Afier n fourth-down unniog at-;
tempt By Ames had fallen one
yard short of & first down on the|
Newporl Hews 11, the Typhoan,
pupted to the Wilson 33, bul =
clpping penally seq the
back om ithelr own [L ¥

On the nexi play from scrime-
minge, Skeetor caught Pond st Lhe
top of WA stride fo pul Wilsen
alead for good.
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e Wilsom First Down |

The statisties reveanl ta what
extel  Wilion's corps’ of  pany
backs weres kept on thelr side af
the lipe of serimmnge, "Wilson
gained only 2T vards funning Mo
sorimmnge. AmeE, Who carrbed an
Ll-vard-por-try avoragpe inio ihe
game, was limited to 13 yards in
ning mitempis,

Wilson completed only one posa
of ten. Lhni one, of course, foc
Bl vards nnd & towohdown. “Tlme
alter ime. Bkeelor's [saEses were
dropped by e=mds snd backa allke,
Mol all af the paseis were acci-
1ate, as Bhpoter succumbod to the
pressuve of the mushing Typhoons,

Hewposi News prosenisd ®
reasonRlly mpeopsalul ELADG. #a-
Ugthes-wise, The Typhoon gained
omly 44 ¥vards rushing, bul mans
aged pine firsl downs. The vis-
tote. who plaved before & dlss
sppoimting  crowd of lesa than
4500 in Wilson's fiest pre-dark
gams of Lhn seasan, went 0§ vards.
throweh the alv, snd  wers
thieataning when Detinls MeMiiz-
tan  Iniercepied & fourth-down
pass deep in Wilson territory as
the game epded, Mewpari News
hil o nioe of 17T possing  «i-

Ames was ibe ouly eneoureging
factor amang the stalistles, snsd
tmnsally s, Only David's punt-
MSH AVPrREE WhRd  peceplable, &
near-gollege  standard  far  the
Altarpoon of 44 yurds om Nve
FLTHAE

MrShane Heaids Trphein

In i fiest half, when ibe
Prealtlenis weie shocked by News
port  MNews'  stone-wall  Lactics,
Wilstmy made eleht ¥ands in 12
tries &% the ‘Trp forrward
walk Ames was Iy in brenlk
sven On Rine fries. @5 BE' WS
trapped back of the line thme
spd Mme agaln by the visitors,
led by Tri-captaln Jimmy Me-
Bhe,

The ibird guarier was no bets
ter for Lhe Predldsnts, who felt
thelr undefeated untied mantie
rapidly slipping away, The loools
iried four munning plays in the
ihird period and all were thromn
for Iases

Buk Wilson wasy abead mb the
rridl of three guariers of play, by
viriye of Ames” sprint down the
home gideline for the firsc score
of ihe same. The blocking on
Amer rim waa gp powerlull, only
Fpred was NecsEmacy. One mihuie
& wall of Pyihoon tacklers were
ahrad, then all were mowes] down,
a2t easily an Hored chopoped pdcket
[riices. Charles Searn, ooe of Brie
Hachon'y first line peserves, 1hrow
ane of the key biocks as Ames
kepd hiz one per mame ayeraze
elive. Dave nlso kicked the extra
paint,
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Wilson 20. Jefferson Sr. 20

A constant downpour and a sea of mud failed to keep the Presidents from capturing the state
title in a game with the Magicians which was postponed 24 hours because of the weather. Need-
ing a victory or a tie to clinch the title, Wilson came from behind on a sensational 82-yeard
touchdown run by Ames in the fourth quarter. He also scored the first six-pointed by sweeping
end early in the game. The other score resulted from a short, quick pass over center from Skeeter
to Hopewell who sped unmolested for 45 yards. This play put the Presidents ahead for the
first time in the game. The Magicians deserve mention for the outstanding game they turned
in. The 20 points scored by them was the most any one team had gathered against the Presi-

dents during the season. This game gave Wilson the state championship. Enough said! 7%e 1955
President.

Wilson Goes After State
Title at Roanoke Tonight

Pete Sachon, Little All-America as Plaver.
Hopesto Hit Jackpot as Head Luarll Friday

By Abe= |,..'|d1-|m|: Aaver seoen the Wils r-|| Emiril

any lLilghe
*PlElal E'u-:n " g5 he was known
when he plaved pro foothall in
thiz e, was qulie n ouarternack
I hl= elay e lead Chtholle 1. o
o -1 record (o 1O and played in
| thE Sun Bowl gome, which re
sulted ln 8 seorwless (e with the
Unbwerdlty of Avizona
Turms *ra
Selectmil s ||;..|".-|I|I|.||'.I oI e

Pele Sachon, a Litile ALl-Armer
ke fuarterhack ut 1:.I'1-1I|| Limb:
versity in 1840, = Hoplng o reach
hiz greatest helghts as o head
footbpil coach Friday night AL
Ronnoke, when hls unbeaten Wil
g Presidents baltle Jelferson
Brnlor

k- wletory or o e will gy {88
sl nta anrlapused claiim to thae

Glate oA pianship. and e mikd

mannered Sachon sald it woold Litie Al '.||1 . |I s "-.r..:lrlll.lfl
s I Php e . T2l % I i I|a H M b || il
give him the greaiest Chedll of bl provdin 1 i
CHiE '\-|'|||||||I I|I|I champlonaliip in
The stiicees ol e Presbdeiis the old Dxle Pro Leagiwe AfLEr
whi have won  eagnt -1|':|I gil i |I|I".'.I 17 L -I-I' 4 l-; s .I- b, ¢ :l.l
Groap O ERITkE, i making mlial,  Hachnmn o plo e S -
Earhon®™ UhicaEi 17 pred tlmie Bichmanid [oniball Hebel 11 :"
HANLL 1 it Hefoee [l asgson Nmarriern Yo ialinr o O 25
alarledl. Pwto sald That If Wildan witlle warkine on bls mosters oo
wif over Hopewskl in Lhe secotil W | gree ot WiHlEm @ Al
gama an e gehedole "we'll ave His {irst eopching job wias ae
& good chance of golng all the - o '\I-:F-I:I.I:.‘.I Ak hl-rn.--l'-- '.".:_- (ELC 'I:
WET." ¥ ‘H FiEl ne came Lo IWETH I L
He also prodicted that halfbac el heiped Woody Urav, now Assist
David Ames would rats anong nni prigelped, inatall the T-forma-
the all-iime Wilson backa, Amies, I.I-'llli.. ; : | e
thedl fOr e State Growp Ling goor- h # Decnike hend Coach a o
& t:ﬂl ENan ' . - -
ing lend, haz been a dynamle flg- ch Pete Sa port News High School In 186

ure In the Wilson attack, and was

- I'-rl'l“-i1'l:l.|'| IREE ST e P thelr stride 1 the Granby rout
victories,

tight halfbeck Charlie Sears hil|Whert ne ke be galned valuable

experience In thrtes seasons. His

hest reeord Bt Newport News was
sachon fgured thal the Presl- and topk & lot o load off Ames 7.4 15 1851,

dents would improve consldecably However, Ames was still the blge  When Gray _||--|'.=|'||='- e

after the first fhve games, Thats guyn with 115 vards rushing o principnl a1 Wilsan, e nduced

tiuE, ten,  ITn thelr last three out Sachon Lo tome over a3 sl Toot-

S 8 ITL Prestdrmiis smnshed the Giranby game il one touch- bBall eoaeh. I two sepsnns. Sachon

Petersliure, 283 Mawr i1, (down Baa E-vard gallop has bullt a team that {s mow @
and Granby, 120, proving thev're Aol the Moaneke Caamie « ERmE away from the State [ile
no aneaan tepm,  TRODY SKesde Pete pullz no punches ahout 1he His Mresidents est srasen com
#as developed Inlo g ropgrade oruckil Roancke mame, siihes plled & B4 reeord; Anid fhe fautnars
rl__a|||.-|||a|-u aned an odtstanding “NMoppoke Jias the best offenslve looks bright, taoo. The Welson
Tall SB[ Ihe big Wileon [the had el su otr scl s} he sabd . JEyvveps e et comipleled aj

been looking ke world-beatsre, [think wecan win. it BoYE wanNT unoeaten campasm, Feady’ e 5L
Fullbseck Frank Wickers and the Staie championabip bad and, up to ihe varsity next dedar,

{24}
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- —Waild-News Bisfl Fhain
JUST PASEIN' THE TIME—=These Porlsmouili High Fosiball grounds. Shown are (L 1o =) froni Mr&w‘wg
players caich tp on their fufinles as they walt for ihelr big gnma %Mﬂh and Ralph Antomweeis hack row—1Y Emi

in Victory Stadium tonight against Jefferson. The game, first  Joe David Ames and Bill Skeeter, ’
wcheduled For ligd night, was postpaned dos (o rain and wel s :

WILSON AT ROANOKE: Phisically and mentally, the

Presidents are 1TE'.I'I1'1';.: 1_-'.-1' H"‘T *hig one” ||'r|||EI|'|| <o A Wiclory| Jeffs GEl Lhaﬂl‘ﬂ Hl Upwt
g s ST MLASEGITEY  | Against Favored Wilson

guimers  this ssdgon, e Slale
rlur||||:-'|11'l':|l If the DPresl-1
dents can hoid the peak thew i B
paveerl o thelr |sst gamee |n
wiilely they Dowled ove :"l.=.-|'1--:

( : 1 2 !
Jetiersos: High doesn't have alrecord., Oeorge Washingian o
'rl'l:u:n::- at the State Group T fool= |Danviile siss s enly n We hns
isnll championahip. But tie Mag- {ployed one 'I"*'ll .rnﬂﬂ'l'lnﬂl ERMIE.

hurg. Maury and Gieanh v ith | cians o hgve n lol to say sbout e ) .
cionaiderable mase, the Magicians which Leam will wenr Che 136 HERMITAGE FLAYE Pelem-
will became anplier Wilson e EFOWTL, {burg and Danville goes RERInst

tmo. . . A good offensive teany|
Jeflereon may not he ahle w hold |
Il yereacile Wilson atiack . . .
Defensivel v, the Preeidenis ave one
of the best in the Stale + The
Magieiane st bed 8 echanee (o
Win the tltle unzll thev ran Inio
Maury [asi week and bowed, (1%

S Im oEn upsel o Mave Ed-
st wlth) Fidl ainte; |13 [H# t-‘|||.|
Raanoks Lhreat . . . David Ames

has heen Lthe Wilson sparkniog |
with B palnis, bt lntely hie has
been getting some good  supnoet |
o Billy Skeeter, Frank Wick-|
rrn &fd Charlic Sears | i da-|
etz the Preslidents have vielded |
hul 35 points  Lhls seasnn . .
finanoke Mas glven L =) s | |
the - Wilsnn pround sttack is
sopped. Lhe Présidenis can tarn
b the . accurate  pliching  of
SEkewter, wiho lny & palr of [8p
noteh  receivers i ends  Lanm
Hopewell and Co-capt. Waorley
amith’ . . . Evervthing exoept
neErpEps, 1he P!-'--":'Iﬂh'lﬂ‘h al  fHa

vantage of plaving on a for-
ﬁlh pridiliran, inke taoe Wilson
tridmiph . . . Wilst 210 Jeffrerson
Senbor i
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The Marcon and Whike squsires |
afr tnmight st # in Vietooy Siadi-
i, nainst Woodrow Wilsam High
af Portsmoath. The Znme Ws

tpancd last pight doe to main
R {the Presidents might po back o

and wot grounds

Partemonth ia the ooy unds- |
feated nbd untied team In Oroup

T ckreles. The Preaddents moed anly
o win or e to wrap up the cham-
plonship.

Shoulid the Maglelnns pull an

ypeet, 1he honors probably will|

po &0 Hermitage of Richmond
which has only n tie marring its

Hopeweil Thanksgiving Day bl
both nte highly favored.
Jefferson hias tha potentlal to
piail an upset and U Lhe team eX-
picelas with some of ity [WOWET,

Portsmouth with ghattered cham-
plonahip dreams,

The Jelfs have & 4-E-1 leszue
mark and bave about the same
offenaiye record as  the Wilsan
elpvan, Heowever, Porpsmotith has
muck the hetier defensive record
—ltmiting =ighd opponenta o A
mere 38 '|'.H1'.r|1.-:__
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We took the train from Norfolk to Roanoke on
a Thursday—Norfolk and Western’s “Powhatan
Arrow.” We were one happy team. We sang, joked
and generally cut up. We knew that, according to
the arcane mathematics of team rankings, to win
the Virginia State Group I (now AAA) champi-
onship we had only to tie Jefferson Senior. Shoot,
we knew we could do that. We arrived at the
Patrick Henry Hotel and ate dinner as the rain
poured down and the field became a sea of mud.
The game was postponed until Saturday. We had
to stay over another night. That evening, the team
walked to a local movie and saw White Christmas

starring Bing Crosby.

Important Group | Game |
Rescheduled After Rain

Title at Stake for Undefeated
Presidents in 8 O'Clock Battle

Jelfarson High's Magbcluns and the Presidonts of Portamouth’s

n High o fnd
b ; e axpecl out tonkght what & difference

The two Virginis Qroup I scholastle foolball werhauses ars
Ent to bang ioto emnch other nt B o'clock Ltopight Btadium,
having been rained ot I.uhltﬂ:ht ot

m——— o

l THE ROANOKE TIMES, Saturday, Nevember 20, 1934,

-yl . oy = i ¥

|‘ oL
— L
- Ll

ol

CHECK OM RAIM—Partemouth's Coach Pete
Sachon extends o hand te feel the rain that H:.il'nrl got in same

W S =
:‘_"_' 1"':.-

cigme, The teams will play tom
proctice

t 2o the
te the min

forced the postpanement of the Group | gome TE d'rFII[n] imside the Marine lm Armory,

last might i Victory Stedium between his
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¢ ployers are co-captains Willie Smith l_hlﬂ
undefeated FI‘E.HI'I:II‘I- and Iﬂ_"!m-ul'l Mogi-  ond Joa White, (Times Photol

THE STARES npre still the
same, however, Portsmouth
Wwanks & viclary or & tie (o mesuTe
It the state ehnmplonship, Jeffers
mon, mow out of the title o,
wants to knpck the visitors off,
praving thni, If the Magicians|
arent the I:ru'l: nt leaet they'ss
botler than the hess, |

With n fpir shake from e
waatherman, o good-sied crowd |
afould e on haod. 10 bare facts)
are examined. n good crowd 8]
nneded {f .'l'l!-ﬂ!l'mrl i3 to.pay it}
hille. Woodrow Wilkon's  sxtrs|
day’s expenses here In Boonpoke
were nssumed by ke Jelierson
athletle department.

Tonlght's tusals is the windup
for Jefferson and the st scho-
instle gridiron prinder of the sen-
tson for any CGreater  Foanoks
team, Portsmouth will kave oos
more game 0 ga, buf it's mgainst
n Giroup II =chand.

As fur as this one-day posi-
ponemaend s coneerned, H"I Jef-
fersnn's hope thot the layever
michi serve te make the in-
¥illers sizle andd ds bring owl
| amny homeskekness that exisis
;Il the learts of the Farlismouth
OFE.

uiside of that, i st sincks
up &s Forlsmooth ihe favoriie
in fomp to fis ninth skraight |
iriumph.

Coach Peta Bachon brings to
lown probably the most  verst-
ﬂl'-ltlhlgt thnt -hH':rl-m could ex-
poc me=t pver ita' schedile.
The Presidents are hérnlded for
an  outstanding n—nuu:d gEnme,
with  good pussing whm It's
heeded, Their deferae, whish Tuns
limited opponents to, ledas Lhan
& touchdown n game, It eobsld-
ered excepiional.

Jefferson,

eoth victory apaitet two losses
mad ® e, expects, In the words of
copch Rudy Hohrdanm, to "shook
the worka™ |

RONREDANYE. WILL DPEN with
& li=up montainingr elpht seniors,
T-rt-lr fnclude emids Jack Reynolds

Cium l:-'n.m-H Lackle r.'nnl
-'.".l!.lhl.lm gunrd Dale King,
lep tm Calron, h!rhun .um
de and Dnve Bdmunds and
tul Dan -McPrak,

Edmunds =nd Perlamoith's
Dave Ames could give the prowd
'?['h Andavideal E&m o wnich.

rrE mmng sinle’s searlne
Inndate Bt rs oot shacs

boih are excellent pass receivers.
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Jefferson, Porfsmou’rh:Clash Tonight

Anxiety on the President Bench During Jefferson Senior Action

The Wilson side of Vietary Stadiom wrs s tense place Satvurday nlg

re th
lllll the game action. From left to slght; Head Coach Pete Saehon, Dennls Mesur
David Ames (kneeling) and Backlield Coach Pete Mila (bow i

=

-4
= |
—

5
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Only Major Upset
Will Deprive Prexies Of State Crown

NOVEMBER 19, 1954
MAHER FIELD

- | l'.l. .
L
- 5 . & &
F =7 - . o
s r
S R
(A Y
i /
;]

o
[ ]
i
! -

= JEFFERSON

VS.
Woodrow Wilson
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Jug Browning Blocks Out a Jeff Bt Ames Gets Canghi

; A, T i
A\ Roanoke Tackler Catehes David Ames from Behind — (Stafl Photo by Willinms

Al Smiles After 82-% ard TI Wet and Weary, But State Champions

=
-

'-Ird"

Tara

Devid Ames acoepls rtinigratiiimtione affer an =2
| Bint]

topohidewn tun Bulurday ndght in RoRnoke
Phata by Mike Willam

Heid Ropnok

A osimked Wihlaon cheerleader iresin Wilson s [ravid Asmr Lit=r Wikton
25-20 Batiiid wlEht — B [f Photo by Mike willinms)

{29}
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| Halfback Scored Twice
In Wilson’s Title Game;
Jug Tops Behind Line

By JUOHN CRITTEMNDEN

Theie ||fn!e4 may =eem somewhal faniliar in the Star's
plarers of the week selections, bul David Ames and Jug

Browning, for thelr performances in Wilson's stale cham-
plonship elincher, have been ehosen back and lineman of
ihe woek.

For Ames, who may seem o have & corner on the star
markel, it Iz his fourth selection as back of the wesk,

Bui all the Wilson haifback, leader In ihe siate scor-
ing race, did Saturday night at mud-sploldhed Victory Sia-
dium in Roancke, was score two fouchdowns and set up the
ihlpd Wilsen marker. With cutting and bedy faking al-
most tmpossibie In the muck and mire, Ames got off 83-
and 4-yard todchdown runs, and earried & kElekoff back tn
midfield o set up the only ofher Wilson acore. He alsa
punted well all evening to Kesp the Maglelans of Roanoke
At a distance, and Killed one Jeffers=on Senlor louchdown
with & tackle when a Jelf back was in the open.

Ames, o DiS-pound senlot, s playing his third sssason
on Wilson's varsity. He fz, without question, the most solight
after high school back in Virginla. SBaturday night scouts|

-
L N
A4
Wilson's avid Ames, Jug Browning

from the Virginia Big Six colleges, including VMI's head
coach Frank MckEenna, walehed the game from the Roa-
nake pressbox,

The Uneman of the week cholce will be n major farget
for college scouls, loo, ‘bul the bird dogs will have Lo wait
another season. Arthor {Jog) Browning, Wilson's superh
of fengive center and lUnebaeker, 18 only & junior at 'Wilson.

Roanoke's scouts, who had walched Brownlog work
sgalnst Maury and CGranby, ealled the 105-poondsr the
hest high school linebacker in Virginin. He bore alit the
eslimation by maklng every other 'Wilson teckls in {bhe first
hail. By the second hall the players were so mud eoversd,
fay e eould tell whn was making the Lackles.

Browning' s kiekolfs, although hampered by poor fool-
ing and raln, were sufficient to put the Magieians in & hol=
before they even acguired the ball. Although Jug missed
one of Wilson's atiempiz for exira polnl, we have Yt ba
hear & player or conch eomment on the missed point.
Browning was [orfunate, In the ses of mud, to make one of
1wn exira pointa from placement,

Honorahle Meniton — baciks) Jimmy Willlams, Wilsow,

played his best game &t fullback. recoverrsd & Roanoks [um-
Ble to sel up the Hrst Wilson tsushdown.

Rabr Walton, Churchland, stored once and passed [fod
nne togchdown ss Churchinnd ended (k8 season unbestios
nuniied and unscored uipon. Playlng quarterback and half-
back on offense, Walton was also outstanding on defense
af linebacker, The senlor, playlng hla list game for the
Truckers, slso ran over for an exira point.

John Saunders, Churchinnd, scored four touchdowns
and four exird polnts (o sel 8 new recopd for scoring in a
gingle season. His blocking was also Impressive,

Honorabla Menblen—Line: Lyan Hopewell, Wilson, sefor-
ef louchdown for the fourth consscutive game, providing
the anly Wilson score vin the alr for Lthe Presidents tn thelr
sate Lille e

Arty Ermlieh, Churehland, sdught frst fovehdown pasa
Im AR=0 Trucker victory. Played outstanding defensiye gamea,

Many people had taken the train with us or had
driven up from Porstmouth. Most loyally stayed
over. My parents drove with my brother and sis-
ters. The delay raised tension even more. Finally,
we went to Victory Stadium.

The Magician’s team was very good and the
scoring jockeyed back and forth. At one point, I
noticed that the defense was using a two split half-
backs in the secondary with no safety. I told
Skeeter that I thought they would be open in the
middle. He called for the “23 Quickie Pass.” On
this play, the quarterback received the hike, and
immediately threw the ball to the left end who was
running straight down the middle.

It worked perfectly. I thought the ball was
going over my head, but I caught it, about ten
yards from the line of scrimmage. I had to jump

Presidents
GetRoyal

Reception

H:.l Ll HElIlLlI:I

Ames Pradsed

Wilearn's  Hshidng  Preskdents.! Bk ims pneformamer . comflrimnel |
Eresr  paesnsl  unEbenlen. roe TR i hat Pve besd savling all alodig, |
Faladm W20 e WIS Joflesrsisl Bachom  eoifimendesl.  "Hes e
Eritlmrs twleriesl Bame oo i graalest High seleos] oK e evef
mshidily Mamsieike pattle |ale v gapn. "
day glternosn g8 el Hew i The alvnamis hailkack, wiell
rstmil Binle lighi  sefioal Doakig piny Bis Fonal hilsh sciial geme
chiampiend, spminel ST’y Thsrmbay Al b

Lo bl el Ee g e ol =i Porimmiaull  Staitinen, Eabnel 1700
") 2 mil smeheling A L | yvaede - indluding  an  elenicidying|
AR Flodendent of Doits tpehdoei Tist of Bovades i e
el S LE,  SEL RDE . FRAm third parion
piatie ae Llaey stafyiedd off flee teab Amne mlsa falteed (ha Fhesk WL
at Unlam  Stillod,  wnd o anoibe dain TH in the fiesd pecawl on 8
lEhrmng gave the happy Tesiidents ihunel Tad et |
h roasing ovatbon as thely @erived A4 ome stmge ol the thlre gl
w1 the high schonl Evm Taffersan Imb. 1840 Then HI11®

The  Prealients avepraeme 1168 Bheeter Ticwl & qulckin pass 16
varsl Eind af playing cengition el Lovnn Fopewel] e the 1_..;.|

mud ol reln—and & b noke 0 ang e Wilsos  and
wn Honnole #l@ven to galn & gnvintel fae @ looelulosem, &ives
and clineh the fpeth st chams | peslad GFF hia Ebvgre] ram i ety
3 whip i Wilsn's Bbsdaiy. Thel | Wien phesls 5004 pnly L, ek
'nrremoyiln sp h oo TR the Magiclans e B0 owp ;Esn on
W UheE Bl prsivwen dmo THIW, TIES § Bipe mgigs ey Tropy YWall Llow
mrdl e Thavld Eilomanads

Bk 10T
% Virwfi, dlaga linjlamE & fErut Frel Torier llieked] the [Haon
championatyle Eleved dy Wis makie plareadnl (RaL Wwoukl Gave
amif snignn g heml ety ol 0 e waor Tor the Maghedans
Presldanie, was smmewliEl o eles A menial Sapes wiwl (e Tresl-
winkmleil that Wilaan fialn ) win drents mopther appariamily,. Ahe
Inil wis wall srille far the their 1ying touclsdavwr, Floanake
& under phma i wilslch hicked afl wiih Fopr mimles Fe-p
ilive @ni Wl L il muinkng in the gume et Wilson
L postponesnenl  Teoen e tot the lall il wndl tse Mas ..Il'r:
te Satunday nlght Aldn®™t hekp W recoveceil. WE4nan never gl
enn's wanse, & iner; and the m nasserEkan AERin, Eml e
and rain wiped oul all adidetavor| | Arowning Enteccepteld 8 Tonnoke
pz tiee Presidents | e ikedp b Wilsam . lereiiney o6
W nila&fF the cirrnmatamneres | phe laat ||!||'.' of Ene pgarae
floeagit ywn B0 weil” meeh. S My imyr it mile in the ool aml
ehintt sakl "We Hadl fa e can Falit, 1 Frregizl@Enis, n rii palaal]
prrvialied, plaving. 10 CIEhl; Ros -
i with meiling BE sbuke, el
aftard 1o gumhle. They diil, Every:]
thing oapoke ol seemrd Lo
wirks, Fouror five Lmes 1hey ran|
o Fosierth divwn o payssss] weiLh tee
Bl ippery Bl mnd JF werke)
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up to catch it. I was about 35 yards from the goal
and made it over with no trouble as I was going full
steam when I caught the ball, and I had gotten be-
tween the defenders. This score tied the game and
with the extra point, we were ahead 14-13. But,
then Roanoke scored, raising their total to 20

points. Then David Ames pulled us out of the fire

with an 85-yard touchdown. Arthur Browning was
a key contributor who recovered a fumble and in-
tercepted a pass during the closing minutes of the
game. We wanted to win but were happy with the
tie. I have often wondered what the scoring would
have been like if the weather had been better.

Hopewell, Skeeter, Ames

Made Sachon’s Top Team

Wilson’s State Champions Return Home

The Presidents let loose a mighty yell in celebration of their newly won State Group
One football championship as they arrived yesterday afternoon at Norfolk's Union Sta-
tion from Roanoke, where they clinched the title Saturday night with a 20-20 tie with

Jefferson Senior. .

. » Before the Roanoke battle, played in rain and mud, the Wilson

eleven had won eight straight conference games. . .. They were greeted by several hun-

dred rooters at the station, . . . Photo by Clark {"u"irginian-Fi!ul‘. Staff Photog:apher) |

e

axm
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Our train ride home was jubilant. A large crowd met us at the train station in Norfolk and at the
gym back at school in Portsmouth. All, in all, it was an exhilarating experience for this sixteen-year-
old and his teammates. From the 1955 President.
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Team Playing Yields a
Championchip

Playing football on a championship team was a
once-in-a-lifetime experience. Our team had one
super-star, a remarkable athlete, David Ames. We
couldn’t have won without him, but as David said
many times—he didn’t do it alone. In fact, when
you take a look at the scores and the game sta-
tistics, one thing becomes obvious—our cham-
pionship was a classic example of a team effort.

David lead the team (and the state) in scoring,
making 117 of our 230 points. But, 12 other play-
ers contributed to the scoring. Could we have won
the championship without Joe Pond who famously
saved us in the Newport News game; or Arthur
Browning and Frank Wickers who gave us the
three extra points we needed to tie Jefferson Se-
nior? Frank only scored one point during the sea-
son, but—what a point!

Our toughest opponents were Hopewell, New-
port News and Jefferson Senior. We tied Jefferson
and beat the other two by only one touchdown. In
the other games we more or less swamped the op-
position.

How did we do that? One reason was certain-
ly our bulldozing offense, but looking at the game
scores, another factor becomes obvious. We also
had a terrific defensive team. When we went on
the defensive, there were quite a few substitutions.
For example, our defensive five-man line normal-
ly included ends Worley Smith, myself or Fred
Turner, and three seemingly immovable objects:
Earl Sweet, Shelby West and Hunter Ray McKen-
ney. These last three did not generally play offense.
I particularly remember Bootsie Hartung, a fe-
rocious tackler, playing linebacker behind me. On
many plays, I would knock the interference down,
and Bootsie would nail the runner.

Our aggressive offense scored 210 points, while
the stonewall defensive team held the opposition
to a measly 48 points, 20 points of which were
by Jefferson. For the season, we recovered 13 of
their fumbles. We made 2,970 yards rushing while
our defense held them to only 1,227.

I have always thought our defensive star was

linebacker Arthur “Jughead” Browning (and of-

fensive center) although Ernie Houghton was
sometimes called “Mr. Defense.” Jug made too
many outstanding plays to count, but most notably
a blocked extra point kick and a pass interception
in the Jefferson game.

Our quarterback Billy Skeeter deserved more
credit than he got. While he wasn’t a scorer, with
his steady hand on the tiller, he was the backbone
of the team. (He came into his own the next sea-
son, when he won the Harry Brownley award.)

I particularly enjoyed playing next to Bobby
Stevens as tackle and Carl Opauski as guard, the
three of us holding down the left side of the of-
tensive line. Bobby liked to call cross-blocking for
the two of us when the defensive end and tackle
were in a vulnerable position.

When we began the season, after a 6-4-0 sea-
son the year before, I don’t think any of us thought
of ourselves as state champions. The feeling grew
slowly as we won game after game. About half way
though the season, we allowed ourselves to talk
about going all the way undefeated. With each
game the tension and excitement grew, and so did
our determination and effort. We had some close
calls, but that made our wins more satisfying. We
earned the championship because we had out-
standing coaching, a supportive school and com-
munity and because we knew the meaning of
teamwork.

As I think back over almost fifty years to those
wonderful days of young glory, I am thankful to
have been part of such a fantastic experience—a
state championship team. For all of us, players,
managers, cheerleaders and coaches, it was ex-
traordinary experience.

Sometimes, when I occasionally watch the
movies of the 1954 season, I find myself trans-
ported as if in time machine. My head fills with
visions of not only the championship season, but
of five wonderful years at Wilson, my friends,
many of whom were my schoolmates for 12 years,
and of growing up in Portsmouth. Though far

away, I am, for a moment, home once again.
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TEAM PLAYING YIELDS A CHAMPIONSHIP

Scoring by Game

Score TDs By Runs TDs By Passes Extra Points  Opponent Score
& Safety
Wilson 20 1-Ames, 1-Houghton 1-Pond 2-Browning Oscar Smith 0
Wilson 12 1-Ames 1-Ames 0 Hopewell 6
Wilson 21 1-Ames, 1-Skeeter, 0 1-Pond, Norview 0
1-Antonucci 1-Hartung
(safety)
Wilson 14 2-Ames 0 2-Ames Washington-Lee 0
Wilson 13 1-Ames 1-Pond 1-Ames Newport News 7
Wilson 38 2-Ames, 1-Williams ~ 2-Hopewell 2- Browning Petersburg 2
1-Pond
Wilson 33 3-Ames 1-Hopewell 3-Browning Maury 13
1-Smith
Wilson 32 1-Ames, 1-Hopewel 2-Browning Granby 0
1-McMurran 1-Pond
1-Bullock
Wilson 20 2-Ames 1-Hopewell 1-Browning Jefterson Senior 20
1-Wickers
Wilson 27 4-Ames 0 3-Browning Suffolk 0
Totals 230  23=138 pts. 12=72 pts. 18 extra points, 48

1 safety=20 pts.

Scoring Summary by Type Individual Scoring Points

Touchdowns: 35 Extra Points: 18 Safety: 1 Ames 117
Ames-19 Browning-13 Hartung-1 Hopewell 30
Hopewell-5 Ames-3 Pond 25
Pond-4 Pond-1 Browning 13
Antonucci-1 Wickers-1 Houghton 6
Bullock-1 Antonucci 6
Houghton-1 Bullock 6
Skeeter-1 McMurran 6
McMurran-1 Skeeter 6
Smith-1 Smith 6
Williams-1 Williams 6
Hartung 2
Wickers 1
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TEAM PLAYING YIELDS A CHAMPIONSHIP

Season Statistics
From The 1955 President

Wilson Opponents

Yards Rushing 2,070 866

Yards Passing 897 361
Average Per Carry 5.2 2.1

Times Carried 548 581

Total Yards 2,957 1,227
Fumbles Lost 4 13

Passes Attempted 98 123

Passes Completed 32 40

Percent Completed

33%

33%
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The Honor Teams

In rapid succession, the All Portsmouth City, All Tidewater and All Eastern District honor teams were
named. I was on the first squad of all three, a pretty heady experience. But, then I had a hint of some-
thing special happening in Mr. Lisle W. Padden's mechanical drawing class. I was finishing up one day
in mid-December when Coach Galliford walked by. He just looked at me and shook his head. He said,
“Hopewell, four years ago, I would have never believed it,” and then walked away. I had no idea what
he was talking about. The next day, the All-State team was announced in the papers. David Ames and
I made the first team.

A few days later, on December 19, David and I were named to the All Southern team. It was my
seventeenth birthday.

Honor Teams

All City All Eastern All Tidewater All State All Southern
First Team Ames Ames Ames Ames Ames
Browning Browning
Hopewell Hopewell Hopewell Hopewell Hopewell
Opauski Opauski Opauski
Skeeter Smith
Second Team Smith Smith Opauski
White Browning
Wickers
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THE HONOR TEAMS
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THE HONOR TEAMS

All-Eastern
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THE HONOR TEAMS

AlI-Ti_dewater Eleven

o Cantar Rishied Hall {laft) and guani Sy Bafhane
Mewport News
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THE HONOR TEAMS

13 Voted on First Team;
Tie at Two Positions

[lﬂ-wﬁnlE:fﬂ::%;ﬁﬁ:i@ﬂrﬂnﬂui
Cradock Dominates Second Team
By Abe Galdblak

For the firid fime in 32 years, fhe Virginian-Pilot All-
Thiewater eleven 5 composed of 11 players
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1954 Ajl-T.idewatcr

Kame ﬁuﬂ Wi. Mgl Age Class
Lmln Hnﬁ;r:ﬂ lson 175 3-10 16 Senlor|
Alan Whittier  "Norview 189 8-1 16 Junior
Worlev Smith Wilson 160 S-11 18 ior
Nick Mihalas Miaury 195 311 17 Senior
Lowell Chappell  Smith IRS 5-11 19 Sanior
Jimmy M ¢ N News I78 5-10 16 Senior
Carl Opauski Wilson 180 5-11 16 Senior
Arthur Browning  Wilson 193 6-0 16 Junior
Richard Holt N, Neys 195 o<1 17 Senior
(hivid Ames Wilson 165 3-10 §I7 Senior
Caary Disharson  Smith 170 510 17 Junior
[vavid Irby Warwick 175 6-0 17 Senior
Tommy Belz Granby 165 5-10 17 Senior

Second Team
X wr. A Class
Vileti mﬂﬂnﬂ- L LiE Elﬂﬂd!mt 178 E.it I-E. Benjor

Divis Cradock 00 &0 I8 Jundor
Jdock Wilking Warwick 25 &3 17 Junlor
Ma Hicks Urmdock e Rl 17 Senlor

Baker Maure % A0 1T Senior
num Cartwright  Cridock 185 &2 15 Benlor

Huniing Warwick 11 &p 17 Junbor
Freddie Lae ; Iy &i1 18 Senlor
Peie Bimilh Wirwlck 158 & 17 Sanbor
Delane Bimpann Cradock 172 80 16 Benjor

my inh Hampton iin B 1F  Ssnbor
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THE HONOR TEAMS

E

Honorable Mention List

Enfls—Ise Pond (Wilson), Tommy Delk | Mawryh, Carl Phillips
[ Newpart Newad, George Golllot (Maurve, Bl Story (Smith). B
Krause [(Newport News), Robert Feker (Granby), Jeery Kilek
(Warwlek) and Dellan Hossman | Hampion ), !

Tarkles—Harnld Metes {Cratlockl, Gayle Huker (Smith), Hapt
er MeKennevw (Wilsoni, Mait Marshall (Norviewi, Richard {'mkel
iMawport NMews), Holden i Warwickh, doe White ('Wilsonb, Bernard |
Primiland [(Newpori News), Russell Moats (Warwiek), Bill Soevens |
i WEl=air .

Guards—Dan Allen (Cridock), Norman Moore  (Maury), J-lI'I[_'rI
Watson | Maury], Pete Mavoe (Gronbyl, Jimmy Havlbn (Creadocks,
Ciordon  Perkins (Granby b Eversit Edwards  (Mauryl. Hiehned
Kiaune I:HE“-"].H.II'I: MNews), Arvihor Wilkdman (Warwkck), Ronaid |
Davenport (Warwick), |

Cemirrs—<Heih Hodges (Maury), Neld Sty (Cradoeiol, ']'TI.II:II.IHI
Haxtet (Gimnkdy i,

Backs—Ed Hurlas {&mithi, Blily Skester (Wilsond, Lelgh Fortss
(Mpuryly, o Crosley  (Warwick), Babby  Fergueon  (Flaompdon],
Hilly Cole (Wirwick), Robert Trodsdel]l (Warwick]), Chaie Barneite |
{sorview ), Howard Todd l:‘iHH'|:|l'l Newnl, Gepg Hslrick l:‘-‘rw-|
part News), Wayns Sharpe (Newport Xews), Ruoddy  Sanders
(Mauryl; Pete Alleny [(Cradioclt], Boebh Wood {Cradock), T 0 Wil
lHama {Cradock ).

I

Second Team Sélcctihuﬂ

5

Harry Backavich  Pote Smith Freddie Les
Mampten—F Warwirk—N Manry—H

o

MWicks Carl Baker
Manry—{i

Delane Bimpswn
Crailoek—B I

T Bejarnetin
Crndloch—BR
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THE HONOR TEAMS

Ames, Hopewell
Make All-Group One

All-StateEleven

Fa

L
EASTMAN, HERMITAGE

-
| ,_%;a

' AMES, WILSON

/B
f "n g
b

\ &),

COX, ALEXANDRIA

GOODE, JAYEM

e

- CALL, TEEJAY
-

, i :
: e e
REYNOLDS, JEFFERSON : } xq%@ W » ¢
| » ] LANSINGER, TEEJAY SURS S HOPEWELL, WILSON [ff MIHALAS, MAURY
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THE HONOR TEAMS

All-Group One

Mihalas Tackle Choice;
Carl Opauski Selected
As Second Team Guard

RICHMOND, Dec. 18 (#—The [irst five teams in the
flnal season standlngs today placed eight men on the third
annual All-Group | scholastie fooiball ieam of the Assorini-
e Presa with three of the elubs earning two berthe aplicce
an the All-Star eleven.

Flacing two men on the honor leam were Stakle Champ-
ion Woodrow Wilzon of Portamouth, fourth-place Geoorge
Washington of Alexandela and fifth-place Thomas Jeflerion
of Richmond.

‘The entire 11-man sguad conslsted of players from teams
that ranked among the state’'s top 10 with the Central Dis=
trict earmning four berths to three for the Eastern District
and two each for the Weatern and Morthern.

Here s the 1954 All-Group I leam:

Ends—Lynn Hopewell, Woodrow Wilson, and Jack Rey=
nolds, Jefferson Benior of Roanoke.

Tackles—Don Goode, John Marshall of Richmond, and
Nick Mihalas, Maury of Norfolk,

Guards—Frank Call, Thomas Jeiferson, and Dan Jones,
GW of Alexandria.

Center—John Cox, GW of Alexandria,

Backs—Frank Eastman, Hermitage of Riehmond; David
Ames, Woodrow Wilson; Pryor Millner, George Washington
of Danville; and Tom , Thomas Jelferssn.

The All-Star backfield consisis of two of the State's
|I'.up runners and two of the leading pazsers, who alse could
run when they had io.

Ames, often deseribed as o “one-man team” at Wilsan,
{was the big reason for tne Presidents’ Btate title, scoring
117 points on 19 touwchdowns and three converslons—the
top Group I scoring toktal of 1854

| The 163-pound senior had seve m 1

en toschdown runs of mere thap ,Eruﬁm LERTE WAA h:ik?-i‘:
40 yards o length=56, 83, BZ, T0,|nction this =eason, but Jerty Lawe-
5% 48 and 41, He was g (hreat)ter—a o gusrd shifted to tackis this

. Fear &t OW of  Alexpndrisg—was
wither on bresk-away offenslvel . o dowed sven on his owa

Mays or veburmdng  punits Andfienm by Jones and Cox, B pougls
kickolis. He alsd was a lop pastial Lhe op lnemen in the Warth=
| reeeiver ang & fine defensive back,|#rn district

ut|  Hopewell, Goode and Call wers
The onky junior on the firss overwhelming cholces in the line,
team. Eastman was raled WY B8 pee these was. A batibe Toyel for

coach, Chester Pritz, as  LhE|ihe piher spols o the line, picked
Biate's lop schoulboy paaser, | Dn|by Btste sporis writern from the
tending Hermitage to secong plecs| 13t of .ﬁu-mﬂrhl}h plavers ‘I..E'u
in the Group T standings, Easi-|0o0 DeS0 chowen By the Stales
|misn complsted wearly 60 per cent) Reynolds won the sepond end
|of hin aerials for newcly 700 yarde.|spol enly afier apirited compeli-
He added snother 300 vards run-|Hon by Jack Oravins of Teels¥

Lhe = i ; and Ray Perrin of Hermiltaze
T e hon .| Minaine was & slith pick b tackle

REE0E tauch=|0ver Bobby Bizer of GW of Dan-
ﬁ.‘-’é’. i mu“f:nrrmm:mr mnd|ville aond Dick Rinker of GW of
nine more for which he paused. | AleEandris: Jones barely beal oot

Mulner, also & quarterback, ace| Carel Jamison of Jeffersan senlar
counited for 145 touchdowsa —| A0 puard; and Cox was
nine by rushing and six for whica|W8rd at eenter by Richard Holt
he prssed, The OW mce, whoss|0l Newport Newd.
ieam was third in the Btate race,| ‘Thece was even more of & Bai-
picked up- 542 yards on 32 com- L In the backfield afier Ames
pietiors in 74 nifempts, He pan|hid Labsinger with Eastman and
was » runner, pleking up 340)Millner taking the last two spots
vards on 37 completionsin T4 ap-|0ver Warwick's Red Irby ad Peis
tempts. He. also was 5 runser,|Smith, Jefferson senlar’s Don are=
pleking up 340 yards in 85 rushes, Peak. Andrew Lewis of Salem’s

A brulsing 180-pounder, Lan.|BEemoy Morin  sod  Hopewells

winger was ilhe man on whoem Elswarth Shannan,
Teejuy calied for that extra yard) The second tram has Gravins
ot two, The Jeff fullback galned!ind Perrln 81 oend,  Skeer and
nearly 400 yards and sveraged|Blnker ab tackle. Jamisem and
mbout fve vards per earry. He|Cnarl Oquoski of Woodrnw Witson
mlen wna wn nconmplislied defen-|Al guard. Holt at centet, and Irby,
sive Back, rupning ene fumble a4|Bmith, Norlon and MePeak in
vards [or & touclidewn and seis|the backfield, Three of the sec-
ting up snother alx-polnier with|90d eRm &Ie Junirs -— Perrin.
& fumble recovery, and & lop pass|Sizer and Morlen. The rest are
rEcElver, sendors. .

Anchored by lop pRss receivers :
in Reynolds and Hopewell, whe
Rlsn were beiter than sverage on
defense, the oo sverames 151
ponnds per man and inchedes 1he
only repeater from last year's 32-
man Al-Group I team in eall;
Teeiny's D00-pounsd gunrd,

All-Group One Squads

Player Tenm [MFTTY AEe L Wi,
EXD—Lynn Hopewell, Wilson, Benior M B-11 175
TACKLE—Don Goode, John Marshall, Senlor 10 8&-1 210
GUARD—Frank Call, Thomas Jelferson, Senlor 1T 5-11 300
CERTER—Jahin Cox, GW [(Alexander) Senior 17 6-1 2 192
GUARD—Dan Jones, OW {(Alexander) Senfor 17 0-0 188

| TACKLE—Nick Mihplad, Maury, Senlor 17T &-0 1825
{END—Jack Reynolds, Jelferson Sondor 18 6-1 185
BACK —Frank Eastman, Hermitage 16 80 185
BACK —David Ames, Wilson, Senlor 1T 5-10 145

BACK —Pryor Millner, OW (Danvill§] Seilor 17 -1 100

BACK —Tom Lansinger, T, Jefferson, Senlor 17 S=d4. 180
EECOND TEAM

END-—Jpck l.'-Irutm. Thomas Jefferson, Senior 17 B-0 180

TACKLE—Bobby Sizer, GW (Danville) 15 B-11 286
GUARD—Carnl Jumison, Jeiferson id 5-11 215
CENTER—Richard Holt. Newporl News, Benfor 17 8<1 195
GUARD-~Carl Opauski, Wilson, Senior 16 & 11 180
TACKELE—Dvck Rinker, OW (Alexandria) Sr. I8 6-0 195
END—Ray Perrin, Hermitage, Junior 16 B-0 165

BACK—Ken Norton, Andrew Lewls, Junlod Ia B-0 1485

BACK—Don McPenk, Jefforson Sendor, Sentor 18 5-10 185

{Back—David (Red} Irby, Warwick, Senlor 17T 6-0 176

BACHK —Pete Emith, Warwlck, Senlor 17 6-0 1585
HONORADLE MENTION

Ends—Gienn Parr. Andrew Lewis, Bob McPherson, ML

Vernon; Joe Schaifer, Pairfax; Allen Whittier, Norview.

Tickles—Mlnn Christley, Andrew Lewls; Stuart Jones,
{Hermitage; Lowell (Shady) Chapell, Oscar Smith; Jerry
Lawter, GW (Alexmndring.

Quards—Toammy Chles, Hermitage; Charles Buck. GW
(Danville) ; Jimmy McShane, Newport News; Paul Cundlff,
Washington-Lee,

Centers—Hen Carton, Jeiferzson Senlor; Fred Swesarin-
wen, Petersbure,

Backs—Elisworth Shannon, Hopewell; Gary Disharoon,
Dacar Bmith; Larry Brooks, GW {Danvills) : Ralph Zehring,
Mi Vernon; John i(Swinky) Bernhard, GW (Alexandrin):
John Meroney, Washingbon-Lee; Wayne Jennings, Lane; Art
dhordt, Washington-Lee,

| —

Un Second Team

CCARLL GATISEY

Hoperwell
Runner-Up
in Voiing
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THE PORTSMOUTH STAR Mo

e For All-Group One Cap..,_,.ln
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enflLlngly meads his dmpression oo
Yirginis sporis wribers, o Wlay
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All=lammipy I besm 6l Llhse  Adoass

Al Pl Tws Aallnis

Amm wWis el o w5l bl B
hndlt AL uidEtaneing there
IEnemeEn whin wgie FiifificE—ig 15
e li=wlier volng Lymnm Hrgpe=
well, Wnodrnw Wiksnik &l Dl
Ly falen Marshmll of Rich-
mordl ek and Feank Call.
Thicaius Jalletsbn of Ehhmpnd

El dl i =mirer | I
Whson's David Ames, named cuplnln of The Binte Group One football team. lonks ab Lhe Sporta Clob's ploture of the I|J:I'J|| I: "-l' e vl

Prealdenis’ sinte ehamponshlp football sgiead, Ames and & no Lyan Hopewell weie alse named l| ||:|1 Al-Beii e Mgl The 19 &l-Chrmig 0 beam
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One Junior,
Eastinan, on
First Team

Ry Marshall Johnsom

wchilastic lﬂtﬁﬂl_ team of the ﬁl by Biale' sposs
m-ﬂhlﬂ-lhﬂ Pruss with three. of ;
Bplece an the allsar eleven, . Neymalds won the seeand end
Maving two mon on the hanar epol only &fter spirited - compet|-
feam were Btate champlon Wood tlon by Jeck Gmvipe of Teojay
row Wilion of Poftemouthy, fourth- snd ey Peerdn of  Tleemitage?
:ﬂlnlﬂ-az Washingion of Alex- Nihalas was a eliin phek at sckile
andrla a Th over Hizer mrﬂ'w of Dan-
defferaon of Aichmond, wille and Divk Rinker of GW of
‘Thi entire 11-mon squed eon-  Alexandria: Jones Blarley boat ol
Ehatod nllhﬂt:;:u lrm;;hllrl. El'rnﬂ Jambson of Jefferson sen-
ranked among Haic's i aned Cox was pyished
Dilstrict i geins

W lth the Central !

fonr bariba th three for the EWM{;’;'::F - A

:nmm:nﬂlhlmhhrﬁi Thers was even more 6f a i
34 AN Brii, e in the batkflell ufter Amie
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THE HONOR TEAMS

All-Southern

- Ames, Hopewell
Of Wilson, on
All-Southern

Orlands, Fli, Deo 18 (#H— |
ThirtvSive bhacks and 2% e
inest camprlszed] the B0 players

namexd oday po pocitions on the

S0000 miisoan] Ad-Sauthepn  [oots

bl erpuamd, Dsie's top inker
schipliatic. prep gridiven honor.

Tler  dMkigan Al Soaithorn
spiail plin 72 honerable me-
plon - piuvers, were drswn Toom
i 1d=siuie wivn on the basls ol
five piaters fmm edach siole,
A jma| af 153 poaenes ol

gparianiilers  pirilelpaded b
e AFEFEE paliz, wih- 10 seous
Recb=llilg il alEfe Ehalrminn
in the seleclions

| Firet namedl plagors on each

[ mpiand were nmmes (e Blioie's
ol etumaling playere.,

| Virginin—Iwmyid
hack, Porlsmouath,  Wioadiow

Wilamy, Ly Hopewell, 175,

Eitdl Podismiinitl, Woaileaa Wil

g (lp Gosde, 210, lackle,

Rielrmard, Jalinw  Marshall

Frank Call, 2006 eurrl, Rickis

meoticl, Thomng Jefferson: Tom

| Lameifger. VL bk, HEchimsond,

I Thomas Jelferson,

Anses,  TET

Horacabie  mmitlent  [Pryos
Miller, lsaik, Danville, sllorms
Wakhinglon  Feank Eastekan,
ek,  Richmoml, Hermitape;
Jishm oy, eenfer, Alexamivia
Gemren Washingion, Dan Jones,
gumil, Alexanidrla, George
Washington: Xk Mihales

. tackie. Norfolk, Maursp Jack

- Revanlds, el 'I'I:lll-l'u'i'l-'i". Jaf-
_ferson seninr. -

Ames.Hopewell

DAYIN AMES

" Lynn Hopewell

{50}

David Ames,
Lynn Hopewell
All-Southern

CHLANDO, Pla. Des, 18 F—
Thlrmy-Iive backs and I8 linemen
comprised the & players named

today to poalbions my ihe 35th an-
nual  All-Bouthern fothall spusd.
Dixie'sn top Interscholnsiie prep
gridiron nonor.

Sikty players were on ihe al
nual All-Scuthern football sound,
plus 72 hopornble mentlon plays
erA, were drawn from s 12-state
nren on the bnads of (ive player
Ivom each state. A panel of 134
conches and sports writers partic-
ipated tn the 1054 polls, with 10
BoOULs Asalsling ench stale chaire
mian In the selsttions,

The sguad was whnounced by
Hob Howard, sporis ediier of the
sponsoring Crlande Sentine] and
general  charman of the
Bonihern Selection Board.

Five sehools moooged o place
Iwer men each on the All-Sauihs=
& e, They inclucded Wood-
ow Wilspn of Pormsmooth, sand
‘Thomas Jefferson of Rlehmoend,

Srate eealrmen neluded Lilard
M. Allor, sporis writer, Riclhimond
Times-Dispalch lor Vircginia, Firsl
mamed players on each squad were
numed  the state’s outstanding
players, -

Virgina: David Ames. 185, back
Partamouth ~ Woadrow  Wilsan,
Lynn Hopewell, 1T, eod., Portss-
mouth  Woodrow  ‘Wilson:  Daon
Choodde, 210 tpeklbe, Richmond Jobm
Mamball: Frank Call 300, guard,
Bichmand Thamas Jelfarsant
Toinn Lansingsr, 180, book Rich=
mond Thomas Jeffersomn, !

Honorable mention: Pryor Milj-
ner, back, Danville Gearge Wash-
ington: Frank Eastman, bach,
Richmond Hermliiage: Jolim Cax,
pepier, Abexnndrin George Wnah-
ingtom; Don Jones, gusrd, Abex-
andris George Washinuton; Hick
Mibalas, Ewckle. Morfolk Maury;
Jack Reviolds, end, Roapoke Jel-
femon Senlar,

AH-







History / United States / State & Local

In 1954, the Woodrow Wilson Presidents braved their way through ten grueling
games without losing one of them. This is the story of the players, the coaches,
and many others who helped the team to achieve that victory, told through a
complete collection of newspaper clippings, commentaries, game programs, and
other primary sources.

This pre-publication release captures a glimpse of the complete record of the 1954
football season. The final version will contain every game, as well as pre- and
post-season sections, and commentaries from players and others who witnessed
that golden season. Relive it through these pages — everyone is cheering...

ISBN 0-0000OOOD-0-0
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