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The Times—Picayune, New Orleans
Monday, August 3,1914

y has war been the
pattern of history
ever since we began
toinhabit this planet?
In peacetime it seems

like we are trying to prevent confront-
ation, but the moment conflict looms,
the only solution seems to lead us fight
against each other. If we read the news-
papers of that faithful summer of 1914,
we see that every headline was forecasting
terrible consequences if nations followed
the path they were taking : the path to-
wards war. Disaster was looming and
widely foreseen. So why then were politi-
cians letting themselves be taken in by the
hurricane? Nationalism, religion, pride,
prejudice, territorial influence...

The ultimate manipulation of the first
World War was in saying that it would be
"thewar to end all wars.” This time it is for
real-they seemed to be saying. No more
wars. However, because every conflict
seems to leave problems unresolved or
even complicates them further, this war
only laid the foundation for more con-
flicts to come.

Would people, politicians and soldiers
have marched down this dangerous path
had they known of the misery that was to
come? The poisonous gas, the utter car-
nage, the thousands of maimed, the im-

mense suffering, the millions of dead in
the trenches, the blood abundantly spil-
led for an advance of just one mile on a
single battlefield?

In the United States, which could not
avoid being drawn into the war a few
years later, a newspaper in early August,
1914 saw the situation of Europe as pure
madness. The whole continent was ab-
laze. Germany had invaded France with-
out a declaration of war. England was
aboutto enter the conflict. Russia was not
standing idle.

Few things can illustrate the madness
of the situation like an editorial in a Brit-
ish paper of those days that said :"we
don't know who our enemy is, nor what
we are expected to fight him about". But
warmongers were busy at play. The prize
was territory, influence, power...

Nation after nation was dragged into a
war by a dispute which did not concern
them. It all started when the heir to the
Austro-Hungarian throne, the archduke
Franz Ferdinand, and his wife, were as-
sassinated in Sarajevo. Austria blamed
the Serbian government for the murders
and declared war on Serbia. The other
empires of Europe, in particular Ger-
many and Russia, could not resist the
temptation to gain as much as possible
from the situation.



